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1. Auctions, play rehersals and social parties

Social occassions, like social organizations, are configurations of
behavior oriented about some purpose. In social organizations the
purpose is usually specified as the goal of the organization (l). 1In
social occassions, the purpose is ¥Rally snecified as the main activity
of the occassion. In this sense thep, the pattern of purposive be-
havior provides thes structure of the occassion or the orzanization.

But it is obviously not the case that the structural pronerties of
the occassion or the organization exhaust the range of possible bLe-
havior which can occur at the occassion or in the organization. While
the structure of an auction specifies that the lines of comuunication
will be between auctioneer and bidders, two bidders may engage in a
conversation between themselves;and while the structure of an office
specifies that the lines of communication will be between the manager
and the clerks, two clerks may engage in a conversation betwemn them-
selves. 1In both situations, these non-specified communications may
have reference to the specified prupose or activity or not: the two
bidders may talk about the weather or the price at which each will
stop bidding and the two clerks may also talk about the weather or
when each will ﬂo their respective tasks.

Ecological character and temporal patterns: Though social org-
anizations do have an ecological character and a temporal pattern, these
are rarely a focus of attention in traditional orzanizational analysis.
In zeneral, ost social organizations are connected with specific lo-
cations, such as special buildings or rooms. But some social orzan-
izations are carried out in diverse physical locations. Some church
services occur not only in churches, but also stores, tents and soae-
times even private homes. Similarily, while social or;anizations ex-
tend over time, when the activity of the ogranization occurs can vary.
Bureaucracies usually operate 5-5 on weekdays, churches operate primarily
on Sunday wornings and some factories operate around the clock, weekdays
anc weekend.

riost auctions occur in auction studios, most play rehesals occur

in theaters and most social parties.occur at places of residence. But
ﬁone of these social occassions are rigidly bound to a specific location.,

then the goods to be auctioned off are not easily transported, the
auction may be held whepe the goods are located, such as at a factory or
a private estate. ":Thexﬁ theater is unavailable or the case is small,
a play rehersal may be Meld in a pnrivate home or a garage. When the
nunber of guests is very large or when a special event is planned,
social parties may be held in a rented hall or at the beach.

An auction is usually a ppecific event which is carried on over
an extended neriod of time. The auction is divided into a preview
neriod, during whicHAXthe goods to be auctioned off are dlaslayed, and
) blddlng neriod, during which time the 200ds are sold. While the
preview is usually defined by clock and calendar time, e.g. Sunday,
from 10-4, the bidding is defined by action time. That is, though
it is started by the clock and calendar, it is ended only when the
action of auctioninz off the poods is comnpleted (although this action
may be conventionally interrupted for specific lenghts of tine, such as
from midnight until 10 the next norning.) A play rehersal is usually
nart of a series of eveats which occurs during a specified period of
clock and calendar time, .ach like an auction preview. But while the
auction preview ends whea it is scheduled to end, a rehersal way extend
beyond the scheduled tiae of terwmination.








