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TrIE HOL~ 0:" STA":'US SYMBOLS DT SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

A ~social role" may be defined as the ~eg~larities 

in a person's adj~stm~pts to or interaction with others, 

in SJ far as these re5~1p.rities may be seen as a response 

to cOIDm)nly ~nd~rstood ri6 hts ana obligations. These 

rights and obligations are fixed tnrough time by mea.ns of 

.legp';l sanctions ;?ndsancti:.Jns of the kind that are interne.lized.·· 

1~:6st impJrtantof .all, these ric;hts ana obligations are fixed 

by bein6 h~ilt into a conception of the "self". 

FrJm one p'Jint of View, a"socia1 system" may be 

. defined dS a. cl~sterol roles, in ~o far as these roles~re 

clearly defined, all-3mbracin~; diffJrenti6teu ~nu intebrated 

in 0 a single wh01e. :For t:1is it is esseL.tial that each lfiemJer 

act to ..;ards oth~.rs as if he definea himself and 0thersin the 

SJlle way thd.t others defined th:;mselves and him. For this, 

in turn, it is assent ial tlat ad ~quate cOlllmuLicc~t i jn occur 

CJccerning these. definitions. 

The rights and oblig~tiJns Jf a r61e ora self
 

are often ill-e.dapteu to the' req~irem~ntsofcoIlliJ1i.ll:.icb.tion.
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