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THE ROLS 07" STATUS SYMBOLS IM SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

A "social role" may be defined as the regalzarities
in a person's adjastmeﬁts to or interaction witﬁvothers,
in s> far as these_regularities_may Be séen;és a résponSé
ﬁo_comthiy unqerstobd riahﬁs andAbbligationst These

rights and obligations are fixed through time by means of

»légal sanctions_and'sanctions of the kind that ar= internalizad.

Xost imertantof_all, these rizhts ana obligations are fixed

ia

by being huilt into & conception ol the "self".

From one point of view, a"social system" may be

‘definsd as a cluster oi rolss, in so far as thess roles-are

clearly adefined, all-zmbracing, difi:rentiateu =na intesgrated

in o0 a single whole. For this it is essential'that each meer:';3
act touards othars as 1if he defined himself.ahd others'in.thé :'
s :me way that others defined thﬁmselves and hi@. For this,
in turn, it is sssential nat ad:quate éommﬁnic@tijh ogcur

coccerning thess definitions.

The rights and obligations of a role or a self.

‘are often ill-adaptea to the reguirem:znts of comumurication.
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