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is a pretty good show. You can get a certain amount of distinction in 
the family by being the left-hander. Everybody is ready to notice it 
and of course you can say it arious w y. I played it to ba left-handed 
whenever :i.t was to my advantage and at the same time to acquire enough 
skill to avoid attention when I waneed too We W~~e too poor in our 
parsonage to buy a special set of baseball mitts for mE, but I learned 
just ~he same to do things with. the baseball mitt on the wrong hand-, 
and acquired a certain notoriety as a good pitcher. cstcher and short­
stop. There 1 took advantage of my left-handedness. However. I oook 
great caee to learn to hold the cup in 1l1Y right hand so t would not bEl 
noticeable at dinner time, or at table, I should say, by peculiar 
behavioro Even so, howe.ver, my knife and fork behavior was always wrong 
end too and was sOmetimes rew~rked u~on by othEr~~Qple, but at any rate, 
I conquered the handling of cups and glasses with the right hand. 1 also 
learned to use the scythe and certain instruments of that kind with the 
right band, since it woul&"~have been just too ridiculous to try to g€t 
auyone to manufacture anJthing 50 crooked as a scythe han~le in reverse 
for a left-hander. And I wanted to be in on these skills. I also learned 
to handle a left-handed repeating rifle with my right hand, although along 
with my left-handedness I aimed from the left eye. As a matter of fact, 
I do shoot left-handed, but simply reached over the butt with my right 
band to get hold of the hammer. This was quite a triek b~t I did it and 
became .e. marksman good enough to rank with most. 

Sometime you should put your pixie-like mind to work on the advantage 
which people take of their smaller peculiarities. Such a8 having been 
born on the 29th of FebruarY or being left-banded. In addition to being 
left-handed. I bad distinct inequality of level of my shoulders. So 
much so, that .hen I was in the fourth or fifth grade I was called nigb­
low shoulders. This, ~owever, 1 did not wish to take advantage of and the 
local doctor (the same one who had told my father that he was under no 
circumstances to allow me to be changed into a right-hander) gave se a set 
of exercises which I followed morning and night for a good. ten years, from 
about the time when I was eight or nine yea.s old until I was all throu~h 

college, to straighten up that affair. It soon got beyond the point of 
being noticed. And as a matter of fact, in course of that, I became a 
person who paid rather particular attention to walking and standing straight. 
I am sure that in any family there is a certain interaction, at table, 
in the living room, out playing, and everywhere in which each member 
learns to make the most of his slight differences if something can be made 
of them and to play down tbe others whieh do not belp him in building the 
kind of self that be would like to present to otbers. Left-handedness 
might have in some ways been much more important than one 'Would tbink in 
the formation of my whole self. I have a good many other ideas on this 
point but will not at this tIlOtJleut pester you with th~. 
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This is written on the occasion of having see the article 1n Time. 
It has a deeper meaning. ! have it on my mine to write to all the 
people who did something for the Festschrift. It eeemed a good 
occasion to write what might be a second thanks to you for your 
piece in it. The interesting thing about that is that most of the 
people who \.1rote in it did really catch some facet of me. It must 
have been a matter of resonance. I certainly did not create anything 
in any of those people. You s for example. came down from Toront~J 

already with your feelers out in all directions to pc __ 

which you have since not only perceived but called to the atten~~v. 

of others. I am very grateful to all of you who had a share in that 
gift. 

Sincerely yours, 

Everett C. Hughes 

ECH:mf 
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