Sunday, Ociober 17, 1971

Voice of the People

‘Oh look, George, his first tiny protest demonstration steps . . .’

Study alternate routes

DEAR EDITOR.:

This letter comments on
Jack Briggs' columns on the
local conservationists’ position
with regard to the proposed
I-182  route. through - the
Yakima River delta and Col-
umbia Point. Mr, Briggs ap-
proached the issue of the
Natioenal Environmental
Policy Act. of 1969 (NEPA)
and then backed away without
explaining its significance.
"NEPA 5%& been described
as our environmenial Magna
Carta. This legislation, spon-
sored by Senator Jackson, has

alse been called our “en-
vironmental f[ull disclosure
act”.

The basic purpose of NEPA
is to factor environmental
concern into  governmental
planning and to assure pro-
tection for our envirohment
in the final decisions on
federalprojects and pro-
grams. ’

Section 162C of NEPA
decrees that ‘“all agencies of
the federal government shall
include in every recom-
mendation or report on pro-
posals “for legislation and

other major federal actions

significantly affecting the
quality of the human en-
vironment, a detailed state-
ment by the responsible of-
ficial on:

® The envirpnmental im-
pact of the proposed action,

® Any adverse en-

Motorcycle racing

DEAR EDITOR:
Recently our son was given

the assignment of writing
about “‘prejudice” in his
creative wriling class. He

applied the subject to the
prejudice people have against
motorcycles.

We have been living with
this prejudice and “stigma”
for over a year now and
believe me the obstacles the
general public have erected
are becoming greal.

I you have noi seen the
movic “On  Any Sunday,”
please do so. The ignorant
arc the ones whe can really
benefit from this truly ac-
curale picturc of “what it is
all about.™

Plant odor
is horrible

DEAR EDITOR:

1 realize that we do need
a polate precessing plant in
the Tri-City area. 1 also
realize that il provides badlv

noeded  jobs  for  the  local
re idenis

Tsi't there some way 1o stop
th~ s=irnch  that greels us

every pight aflter dinner just
as we sit down to rest |
. then again about 1 pm.
Just as we relire for the night

1t has been a8 iong hot sum-
mer with the windows all shi
sn {he airconditioners could
funetion New when we ceuid
cnyoy some nire, sweel, fresh
amr we have In put up with
this horrible smel!

I Reehland allows a plan
tn he hmill in their area they
are living in 2 dream world,
They will have a rose bow!
en both sides of town

NORENE RYDER,

Pasco

vironmental effects which
cannot be avoided should the
proposal be implemented,

@ Alternatives to the -pro-
posed action,

@ The relationship between
local short-term uses of man’s
environment and the main-
tainance and enhancement of
long-term productivity, and

@ Any irreversible and ir-
retrievable commitments of
resources which wouid be in-
volved in the proposed action
should it be implemented.”

The response of federal
agencies to NEPA has been
mixed. Environmental impact
statements have ranged from

scholarly to superficial and .

seli-serving. The US,
Department of Transportation
and the highway departments
that prepare the impact sta-

tements on federally funded

highways, such as I-182,

* have the poorest record.

After considerable prodding
the Washington State
Highway Department pre-
pared an impact statement
for 1-182 that fell in the
superficial and  self-serving
category. The main deficiency
of this statement was that it
did not seriously compare al-
ternatives to the proposed
action. :

What allernatives should be
considered? The Highway
Department took the
“Columbia Point or none”
approach. A more reasonable
approach, closer to the intent

Today 1 got the local paper
in the mail and the first thing
1 did was to look to see if
it had finally given any
recognition to the local boys
who had ridden in the Molo-
cross race held in Conncll
Sept. 23. It covers every other
sport and activity there is,
but it consistenfly ignores the
motoreycle events. Moto-cross
racing is the second most ex-
acting and exhausting sport
there is, next lo hockey, but
most people look down their

‘noses al any such efforts and

accomplishments. The Tri-
City Herald also ignores this
sport.

The constant stigma of the
“Hell's Angels™ and the “Wild
Ones’” is what these riders
Iive with. We have heard all
of the objeclions time and
lime again, bul now 1 think
il is time someone staried to

listen to the rniders. These
young men have 10 Kerp
themselves  tamd  thear

machines) in lop condition, in
order to compelc and gel
anywhere near a trophy. They
know  they cannol  smoke,
drink. stay oul lafe. ar even
think about taking dope if
they wan! io stay on their
bikes and finish a race.

11 is an exacling sport. and
they need all of the support
and heip they can get. The
racers are a dedicated bunch
~ they have {o he 1o keep
on goIg against the ndds,

We knaw it is nioisy. bt
anybody whn has ramed a
child also knows that when
they can hear him, there is
naot too much need 1o worry:
11 is when they are quiet that
ym had betler see what s
going on. The sport i irying
ta rectify that now hy enfore-
ing the tule the silencers
must be used, but they cut

of NEPA, would be to cun-
sider the environmental im-

pacts of the several corridors -

in the Lochper-Gray report
and the varjations within the
Columbia Point corridor. 1f
this were done, we could be
assured that
Point route is the best in
terms of economics and en-
vironmental faclors. We don’t
know that now. The time fo
determine the environmen-
tally best route is before the
concrete is poured.

A scholarly and detailed
impact statemenl for 1-182
{and I-82) should thoroughly
investigate the following
aspects: -

@ What would be the social
costs of the proposed
highway? Smoginduced
illness, noise, and social
disruption related to the
highway need to be discussed.

@ How would the proposed
highway affect the agrieul-
tural productivity of the
Lower Yakima Valley? For
example, would automobile
generated smog significant'y
reduce fruit production or its
qualty?

@ Would the proposed
highway irreversibly destroy
more prodective agricultural
land than can be justified on
the basis of future food de-
mands? This gquestion is
directed to the conflict bel-
ween short-term uses and the
long-term productivity of the
Lower Yaima Valley.

excellent

down on power. and until it
is mandatory thal everyvone
use them. you can’t espect
one to ride with a silencer
and perhaps lose the race.

We also constantly hear
that it is dangerous, but so
is walking across the strect

Minimize
government

The real successes in our
country have been achieved
by individuals and cor-
porations. The American
suburbs, a svnonym for com-
foriable living, are a {riumph
of the private developer apd
buiider. The qualily of au-
tomobiles and domestic ap-
pliances produced in this
counlry are olher examples
of excellence that derive from
frec enlerprise. To put i
another way, the firee on-
terprise  system releases a
great crealive foree 1n socicty
— the efforts of mijlions of
individuals ta promole their
interesls and {o live their
lives by their own econamic
values, nat  according ta
cconomic  standards  deereed
hy {ederal bureancralz and
theereticians.  The  continued
progress of our rountry,
therefore.  requites less
governmend inlervention in its
ceconamic life. nol
more --Dillon, S, Herald
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the Columbia .

The question  should  bhe
asked: 1s legal aclion .he only

way to encourage Llhe
Washington State Highway
Departmenl, and the U.5.

Department of Transportation
fo seriously consider the en-
vironmenfa! and social im-
nacls of the highways they
propose to build? Hopefully
the answer is no. Informed
opinion indicates that court
action is usually necessary.
A more constructive approach
would be the insistence by
pubiic officials, f.om city
councilmen to senaiors and
governcrs. ¢h] thorough,
detailed. and unbiased en-
vironmenlal impact slale-
ments.

Finally, who -should make
.decisions related to. the
allocations of dur fixed
diminishingy  resources? 1
believe that these decisions
must be basically public
decisions and should not be
made by any particular in-
terest group, be il a Good

Roads Association, a
newspaper, a conservation
group, or a governmental

agency. We need the inpuls
of ail these groups. Informed
discussion, responsible  lob-
bying, political action, and
lewal tesis represent wavs of
determining the merils of
conflicting views. Hopefully
the best decision would evoive
from this dialogue.

JOHN C. SHEPPARD.,

Richland

sport

today. We feel that we would
raiher be with our son in this
sport than run the risk {hat
he be lost to us through dope
or other equally dangerous

pasi-iimes.
In Europe molorcyvele rac-
ing is held in such high

esteemn. that Lhe riders are
national heros and paid a
salary to race for their coun-
try. American racers cer-
tainlv don’l expeci to be on
the government pavroll, hut
they will not have an casy
time competing against the
British and Europeans uniil
the attitude of the Americans
changes and they are given
the support they deserve for
the amount of ¢ffor!. time and
meney lhey put into i,
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S. |. Hayakawa, in Seattle Times

Mentally ill don't complain

In physicat illness, it is the
suffering  individual who
complains. I have difliculty
hreathing,” he cays, or, “I
have g pain in my side,” as
he goes to the physician for
trealment. The palient may
ofr  may not  take (he
physician’s advice,  although
he usually does. He is a free
dagent.

In the case of  mental
illness, however, it is not as
a rule the il person who
compiging, but his relatives
or neighbors, who ask u courd,
to refer the individual far
psychiatric cxamination. The
individual may he  happy
enough, although behaving in
ways that  trouhle  his
associates. Bui if they can
gel a psychiatrist to diagnose
the individual as “mentally .
. they can have him cam-
mitted to a mental hospital
for an indefinite term — even
for the rest of his life.

It will do the individual ny
goed 1o protest.  “lheres
nothing wrong with me'" He
has been ciassified as “men-
tally il and others take over
the contrel of his life — of
course, for his own good,

How do we talk about peo-
ple who behave in sirange
or socially unacceptable ways
or enlteriain hizarre ideas? It
is one thing lo say of such
people that they are wicked
or misguided or wrong. If
they are wicked, perhaps they
can be shown the harmful
consequences gf their
behavior. If  they are

misguided or wrong, perhaps
they can be correcied.

But o say they are “men-
Lally ili”" is to deny them the
clementary  human  aftribute
of rationality. 1t is therefore
to regard them and treat
them as subhuman.

The contrast between how
sociely treals  physical  and
mental illness is visibly
Mustrated by whal happens
when a member of Jehovah's
Witnesses is {old that he re-
quired an operation involving
4 blood transfusion. As many
know, hlood iransfusions are
forhidden for members of this
sect. Even when physicians
regard  this  prohibition  ag
“erazy' thev respecl such a
patient’s wishes,

*

A patient, in having been
clagsified as “physically it
is given a credil for making
whal is 1o him a ratiogal
choice within the framework
ol his beliefs and vaiues,

No such respoet for the
patient’s rationalities is shown
to e person who is diugnos-
ed as “mentaily HL" As Dr.
Thomas Szasz, professor of

psvchialry  at the State
University of New York
Upstate Medical Center in

Syracuse wriles: ‘“There arc
lwo basic ways in which a
person may be penalized in
our present sazie v, One s
by running afoul of the law.
The other is by running afoul
of psychiairists.”
*
Law sets forth fairly clear

Mike Royko, in Chicago Daily News

That's some strong milk in Chicago

This being the 100th year
since ihe Chicago fire, it
figures that some smar{ guy
would come up with a “new”
version of how it began.

So the Chicago Association
of Commerce and Industry is
trying to put the blame on
Dennis (Peg Leg) Sullivan, a
one-legged neightor of the
O’Learys.

They say that Sullivan went
sneaking info the O’Leary
barn to have a few furtive
drinks.

Then he tried to light his
pipe and that teuched off the
fire.

This is nonsense on the face
of it. In the first place, why
should a fully grown Irishman
bother {g sneak into somebody
eise’s barn {o drink? .

They suggest that he might
have enjoved the smell of
hay. Whoever said thai has
never been in a barn with
six cows, which the O’Leary
barn contained.

*

In the second place, a

broken iamp was later found

in the burned-out barn. If -

Suliivan was in the habit of
sneaking into barns to drink,
he . wouldn't advertise his
presence with a lantern.

The commerce and industry
people should be ashamed of
themselves. Sullivan was a
hero. He happened to be out-
side. saw the fire and
awakened the O'Learys.

That's the trouble with most
of the theories about the fire.
The wrong people get the
blame,

First, it was Mrs. O'Leary.

She and her cow are still

considered the cause of it.

Yet an investigation after E
the fire established that she |

was in bed when it began.
She had a sore fool. One of
her neighbors. a Mrs. Rogen,
had siopped by abrut 8:30 and
said somcthing like:
“Catherine. why are vou in
bed so ecariv?™
And she said;
“Because 1
foot”
So Mrs. Rogen =aid good
might {0 Mre. O'Leary and

have a sore

i

... 930 a.m.

her hushand. who was also
irt bed, and went home.

‘Even if she didnt have a
sore foot, she might have
heen in bed anyway, the poor
woman. Every day she had
to milk her six cows, then
go around the neighborhand
selling the milk. And then she
wottld feed the cows and the
family’s horse. T've never
figured oul why her hushand
was in bed that early, since
she did most of the work.
Instead of picking on Mrs.
O'Leary and Peg Leg Sulli-
van, it is about time
somebody places the bhlame
where it belongs—on one of
the drunken MecLaughlins.
They were a family that
lived in the same house as
the O"Learvs. but al the other
end.

-

On the night of the fire.
they were  having a party,
with a fiddler and everything.

They were celebrating the
arrival from Ireland of one
of their cousins.

And from whatl some of lhe
neighhors said after the fire,
it is pretty certain that one
of the McLaughlins burned
most of Chicago down.

Mrs. McLaughlin denied
everything. of course. But her
depial itself confirms many
of the suspicions.

She insisted that the party
was over by the time the fire
slarled and thal evervbody
had gone to bed.
~Nobody  believed that
hecause some neighbors

heard a fidd'e plaving about

Tark dial.
walcT-recistant®

rules and penalties governing
leggal and illegal behavior, But
there are no such clearcut
standards  for normal and
deviant  bhehavior, What s
normal in the U.S. may he
deviant in Japan: what g
normal in San Francisco may
he fand oflen is) outrageous
in Freeport, Nlinojs.

But onee a psychiatrist has
declared a person “'mentally
B he can be subject ty
commitment in a way that
ix in total violation of his civil
libertics. As Dr. Szasz con-
tinues, Lhus ihe paiient  hag
no counterdiagnostician
“"comparable to the defense
aitorney”’. . .and the patient
finds himself in legal jeopar-
dy without having broken the
law or being accused of a
erime, and  without having
heen tried and convicted.”
Having been defined as in-
capahle of reagon, he cannot
argue his way out.

The American  Assacialion
for the Abolition of In-
“oluntary Menial
Hospitalization, lead by Dr.
Szasz, the psychologist Erving
Golfman. and Dean George
Alexander of the schogl of
law, University of Santa’
Clara,  held its first
orgenizational  meeting in
Syracuse on OQctober 2. Hs
piirposes  first are to dist-
inguish sharply between
voluntary and involuntary
hnspitatization; and secondly
tn promote an understanding
of the dehumanizing effects.

of involumtary mental

the lime the fire staried and
it is difficalt to play a fiddle
on  your hack, under a
blanket.

[t 15 aio hard to believe
that the celebration of as im-
poriant event as the arrival
nf a cousin from Ireland
would end before 9 pm. or
even $a.m.

The word around the

neighborhoed was that
somebody at the

Mclaughlin's party was

cither making ovster stew or
8 whisky-milk. puneh. I lean
toward the punch theory, al-
though Mrs. O’Leary heard
it was oyster stew.

A Mrs. Whife, who lived down
the street, said she even saw
one of the McLaughlins
heading foward the barn,
presumab’y to get the mix
for the punch.

We can only guess what
happened in the barn.

Removing milk from a cow
takes a certain touch. And
it is unlikely that a person
who bhas been drinking and
listening to fiddle music ali
evening would have this
touch.

Maybe the cow, ofiended by
a heavy hand. Kicked out. Or
maybe the man got his milk
and staggered off, leaving the
lantern behind.

*

In ciiher case, that’'s what
they  were  saving in the
neighborhood  after the fire
and if you can'tl believe

neighborhood gossip, whalt
can you believe?
Yet most peeple have never

Calendas, y
water. resistant
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hospitalization. . .and lo pro-
mole. Jegislative and
judicial actions making such
involuntary psychialric inter-
vention unlawlul,”

Essentially it js an
organization  dedicated Lo
securang for those accused of
“mentat illness”  lhe same
clementary rights enjoyed by
those accused of breaking the
law.

Dr. Szasz declares himsel
“wholly in faver” of wvolun-
tary hospitalization, which he

compares lo going to the
church of one’s choice.
“Al this moment,” Dr.

Szasz writes, ‘“thousands of
American citizens are heing
forced 1o submit to
psychiatric “therapies”
against their will: to loss of
liherty, to lifelong
sl gmatizations, to exiremely
loxic drugs, (o brain-
damaging ellects of electric
shock. and until recently even
o such incredible barbarities
as lshotomy. T subrmit thal
this is anything less than a
crime to humanity,”
*

Mapgpie Scarf in a recent
New York Times Magazine
arlicle guotes a critic of Dr.
Szasz’ latest bhook, ‘‘The
Manufacture of Madness,” as
saying, ‘“there is something
in it to offend practicaily
everybody.” Clearly, anyone
who can offend almost
anybody is  brilliant and
original thinker. T don’l think
Dr. Szasz's theories can he
ignored.

heard of 4o McolauzIns, ¥
you went to a Chicago schoal,
you were taught that the fire
was caused by a dumb cow.

Our teachers are too timnid
to tell children that one of
ihe higgest fires in history
was probably started by
somehody who was loaded to
the gills.

They should tell the trath.

Kids ought fo know how.

dangerous 1L is o swiich from

whisky to milk.

New taxes
NO answer

Whether our authorities like
it or not — when will our
fegislators and governors
listen to the pleas of the peo-
pa. New taxes are net the
answer. Less bureaucracy in
state and national govern-
ment. ‘Less departments and
especially less commissions

and appointive offices. Right-

now the taxpayer wonders
where the nexi payment will
come [rom. Such treatment
is the cause of all our trou-
bles. When you force people
to the limit, nothing is left
but bankruptey or rebeilion.
The people have a right io
call a halt {0 waste — and
departmental padding, wasle
and senseless departments is
not the answer. The people
do nol desire more services
— not in many a category
of government.—White Sal-
mon Enterprise
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