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We said that an alternative personality theory was possible, based on the Marx’ theory
where an individual was treated as a social agent. In his or her actions an agent assimilated
the world of things (pacnpeomeuusaem eco) and created the new (onpedmeuusaem). In so
doing, agents create themselves. Andreeva referred to A. N. Leontiev, and I argued that the
role theory interpreted well the individual adaptation to the existing social conditions, but
did not explain how a personality transformed in practice the conditions of the social reality.
Responding to our remarks Robert Merton was saying something, but I do not remember
what. The only thing was clear that the words were rather well-disposed.

So we were extremely surprised to see a note in his famous work Social theory and social
structure where he mentioned a “different position” on a relative autonomy of the middle-
range theories and referred to Andreeva and Yadov.

Kon Hrops CEMEHOBHY

JIIOKTOP hrstocopcKux HayK, mpodeccop, NIaBHbII HayYHBIA COTPYIHUK
VYupexnenus Poccuiickoii akageMun HayK

HMHcTuTyTa aTHOJI0rMY 1 aHTporojoruu PAH,

Mocksa, Poccus

BocnomuHaHus o Pobepte MepToHe

PoGept MepToH ObLIT OMHUM U3 TTIEPBBIX BHIIAIOIINXCS COIMOIOTOB XX BeKa, C KOTO-
PBIMU 51 TO3HAKOMMJICSI IMYHO. BIiepBhle s1 yBUe U YCbIIall ero B Havajie 1960-x ro-
noB, korga oHu ¢ T. I[lapconcom nipuesxanu B Jlenunrpan. Ho ata Bctpeua ObL1a Koji-
JICKTUBHOI. BoJbIlie Bcero MeHs Torna yauBuia siCHOCTb Jekuuu [lapcoHca, KOTOpHIi
TOBOPMJI 3HAYUTEIBHO TIPOIIE, YeM IHCall, U K TOMY Xe OTIMYaJICS MPeKPacHBIM IIPO-
“3HoUEeHueM. HeCKOIbKO JIET CITyCTS, KOT[a Ha KAKOM-TO MEXIYHAPOIHOM KOHTIpecce
MHE OBbLIO TPYAHO MOHATH peub C. M. JlurceTa u 51 MpUIMcan 3TO IJIOXOUM aKyCTHKe,
KTO-TO U3 aMepUKaHCKUX KoJuteT o0bsicHMI: «Yemy Bol ynusnsieTech? IlapcoHc nmpouc-
XOIUT M3 O0oraToil ceMbH, YUMJICS B JOPOTOI YaCTHOM 1IKoJje, a Jiumcer — eBpeiickuit
MaJIbuMK U3 bpykinHa, OTKyaa y Hero BO3bMETCS XOpolIliee TPOU3HOIIIeHUEe?»

Kuuru MeptoHa 51, pasymeeTcs, YuTaja, OHU ObUTM MHE MHTEPECHBI TJIaBHBIM 00pa-
30M C TOYKHU 3pEHUsI METOIOJIOTUN, OCOOCHHO MHTEPECHO OBLIO pa3rpaHUUYCHUE SBHBIX
U JIaTeHTHbIX QyHKuuMit. Ha coumosnornyeckoM KoHrpecce B DBuaHe (1966) Mbl, HaKO-
HelIl, CMOTJI OOMEHSThCSI HECKOJIBKUMM CI0BAMM JIMIHO, HO BPEMEHHU Ha 3TO OBLJIO MaJIo.
[TapcoHc ¢ MepTOHOM MPUTJIACWIM MEHSI Ha JJaHY (€IMHCTBEHHAsI BO3MOXHOCTD TTOT0-
BOPUTH BO BpeMsI KOHTpecca), HO MpeIblayllee 3aceJaHue 3aTsSHYJIOCh, s OIT031all, Tak
4YTO «IaH4YeBann» MeHs mononble [Tutep beprep n Tomac JIykman, yeMy s ObLIT 1axe pa.
Nx xkaura «ColmaabHOe KOHCTPYMPOBAHME PEAIbHOCTH» B 3TO BPeMs TOJIBKO UTO BBIIILIA,
1y HaC C HUMU OOHAPYKMJIMCh HEKOTOPBIE OOLINE UACH.

JInyHbIe KOHTAKTHI ¢ MepTOHOM MPOAOIKMINCH BO BpeMsi BceMupHOro coLuoioru-
yeckoro koHrpecca B Bapue (1970). Korma Bo BpeMsI 3aKTI0YUTEILHOTO OaHKETa 5T ITYyCTUI
MMOAIIMCHOM JIMCT, TIpeaarast co3gaTh B paMkax MCA HccienoBaTeIbCKUi KOMUTET 110
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ucropuu couunojioruu, T. Ilapconc ¢ P. MepToHOM cTajaiu MOMMU NEPBbIMU «ITOAMMCAH -
TaMH1» ¥ BOIIJTA B COCTaB HOBOTO KOMHTeTa. Bropoe 3HaKOBOE TSI HAC COOBITHE BO BpeMsI
3TOT0 KOHTpecca 3aKIovaioch B TOM, UYTO MbI ¢ B. A. SInoBbiM 1 A. T'. 31paBOMBICIOBBIM
CMOIIM He TOJIbKO mpuriacuth P. Meptona u T. TlapcoHca B pecTopaH, HO U 3aIIaTUTh
32 HUX: B KalIMTAIMCTUYECKUX CTpaHaX JEeHET Y HaC MPakKTUYECKU He ObIBaJO, Mbl MOTJIU
OBITh TOJIBKO TOCTSIMU.

B mocneaytore roabl Mbl ¢ MepTOHOM BeJTd MHTEHCUBHYIO TIepenncKy. B 1o Bpe-
M B CtoHdopae ObUT OTKPBIT 3amMevaTeabHblil LIeHTp Bhiciiux uccienoBanuii. Tyna
MPUTJIAlIaIii Ha TOJ HECKOJIBKUX BBIIAIOIINXCS VUTH TTOJAFOIINX HaAeKIbl YICHBIX pa3-
HOTO BO3pacTa U CeliMaJbHOCTEN (HE TOJbKO OOIIECTBOBENOB), TPEAOCTABIISIIN UM BCE
YCJIOBUS 71 TEOPETUUYECKON pabOThl, HO HE IS SMIIMPUYECKUX MCCIeAOBaHUi, 6e3
Kakux Obl TO HU ObLIO 00s13aTeJIbHBIX TJIAHOB U CPOKOB. EAMHCTBEHHAsT 003aHHOCTD
COCTOSIJIa B TOM, YTOOBI yIaCTBOBATh B OOCYXKIEHUHM CBOETO M UYXKUX IIPOCKTOB C IPEI-
CTaBUTEJISIMM JPYTUX CIELMAIBHOCTE M BOOOIIE pa3roBapvBaTh Ha TEOPETUUYCCKHE
TeMbl. DT HedbOopMallbHbIe MEXIUCIUIUTMHAPHBIE Pa3rOBOPHI ObLIM IJIS BCEX ydacT-
HUKOB HMCKJIIOUUTEIbHO IUIOAOTBOPHBIMU. PazyMeeTcsi, KOHKYpC Tyaa ObLI KOJOCCab-
HBII (BO3MOXHOCTB LIEJIBIN TOA 3aHUMAThCSI TOJIBKO COOCTBEHHBIM ITPOEKTOM, TLTIOC —
MMPECTUKHOCTh CAMOTO YUPEXKICHUS), HO IO peKoMeHIanmu MepToHa MHeE TIPUCIIaIN
OTTyZa TepCOHAJIbHOE TIPUTJIAIICHNE. YBHI, 10 MEHS OHO HE JOINIO, AKaIeMUs HaykK
CCCP otkazajnach OT MOEro UMEHHU, JaXe He MOCTaBUB MEHS B U3BECTHOCTbD. S momyuus
oT MepToHa TOJbKO KONMUU oduliManibHoi nepenucku. K coxaneHuio, OHU y MeHs He
coxpanmuch. B Havane 1980-x romoB uctopusa nmosropuiack. B Baccenaape (Humep-
JIAaHOBI) OTKPBUICS LEHTP BBHICIINX McclemoBaHWi, MHE MPUCTIAIN OTTyda (BEPOSITHO,
110 peKOMEHIAIIMM TOTO Xe MepToHa) IMepcoHalbHOE TMpUTIallcHe, HO YNHOBHUKH
(KareOGemTHMKK) YTIpaBJIeHNST BHEITHUX CHOIIIEHUI OT MOEro MMEHH OTKa3aJIuCh, HE U3-
BECTMB MeHs. Tak MOCTyIajJM He TOJbKO CO MHOIO, XaMMJIM BCeM, 3TO ObLIa OJHA U3
mpu4rH pactyiieit HeHaBucTH yueHbIX K KITCC u coBeTcKOIt BlacTu.

Ilepenucka ¢ MepToHOM ObIIa MHTEepecHO#. OH THcaT OOJBIINE U COmepKaTeIbHBIC
micbMa. Hammm o61ie mHTepechl Kacajuch He TOJIbKO MUCTOPUH COIIMOJIOTHH, HO U, Ha-
MpUMeEpP, COLMOJIOTUM IPYKOHI.

Jo cepenmubl XX Beka 3THOTpaduuecKue MCCIeI0BaHUs APYKObI ObLJIN MO Mpe-
UMYIIECTBY OMUCATEIbHBIMU. DTU TIECTPbIE JaHHbIE Hayaau 0000IIAaTh U TeOpEeTUYe-
CKM OCMBICTIUBATH UG B 1950-x rogax. BaxkHy0 poJib B 3TOM CHITpaj IIPOXOIUBIINIA
B 1955, 1956 1 1958 rogax B 'apBapacKOM YHUBEPCUTETE MEXKANCIMIUTMHAPHBIA CEMU -
Hap o ApyxX0e KaK COIMaIbHOM SIBJICHUU, TIPA YJIaCTUW KPYITHEWIINX aHTPOIIOJIOTOB
U coumoJioroB, Bkwovass Pooepra Meprona u Ilona Jlazapcdenbna, KoTopbie TTOAT0-
TOBUJIN OOJIBIIYIO COBMECTHYIO cTaThlo «Jpykba Kak collmanbHBIi rpouecc» (Lazars-
feld P. F. and Merton R. K. Friendship as a social process: a substantive and methodologi-
cal analysis // Freedom and Control in Modern Society / ed. by M. Berger, T. Abel
and C. H. Page. Princeton : Van Nostrand, 1954. P. 18—66). MepToH c(hOopMyIupoBal
coJepKaTeJbHYI0 TeOpUIO APYXKObI, a Jlazapdenbn — MoOIesb €€ METOILOJIOTUYECKOTO
ananu3a. Korma B 1970-x romax s 3aMHTEpeCOBAJICS COLIMOIOTUEl APYXKObI, TO MOMPO-
CHJI KOTO-TO MPHUCIATh MHE KCEPOKC 3TOM CTaThi. MepTOH ObLI CUJIBHO YIWBICH, YTO
g ee 3Halo.

Boubryio moMoink MepToH oKa3ajl MHE, KOTJIa ST 3aHSIICS BO3PACTHBIMU KaTeTOPHSI-
MM. Y3HaB 0 MOEM MHTepece K 3TOI TeMe, OH JIMYHO MPUCIal MHE TOJIbKO YTO BhILLIEAIIAN
OYEeHb BaXKHBII M JOPOroi TpeXTOMHUK “Aging and Society” mon penakimeii MaTuibabl
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Paiinu (1972), KOTOpBHIiA, B CYIITHOCTH, O(OPMII MMOSIBJIEHUE BO3PACTHOM CTpaTU(hUKAIIN
KaK 0co00ro mpoOJIeMHOTO pa3zesa COIMOIOTHM. S cpa3y ke onmyOoIMKoBaI Ha HETO IMo-
JIOXXUTENbHYIO petieH3uio B «BectHuke JITY» (cM.: Kon U. C. Pen. Ha: CtapeHue 1 oo11Ie-
cTBO / mox pen. M. Y. Paitnu // BectHuk JIT'Y. 1974. Ne 11. C. 159—160), 4TO B Te roubl
ObLJIO BECbMa HEMPOCTO.

A TIOoTOM BBIIILJIA cMelTHast uctopusi. B 1978 rony s omyonukoBan B «Cornoaoruye-
ckux uccienoBaHusx» (Ne 3) 6osbInyto ctaThio «Bo3pacTHbIe KaTeropuu B HayKax o ue-
JIOBEKE M OOIIEeCTBE», TAC MOCBSITUII LIEJIYIO0 CTPAHUILY TEKCTa U3JIOXKECHUIO 3TOI TEOPUH,
cIeaB COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO CHOCKY (3aKaBBIUMThH BECh TEKCT WJIM IaTh HECKOJIBKO CHO-
COK OBLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO IT0 IIEH3YPHBIM ycJIOBUSIM). KakoBo ke ObIJI0 MOE HeTOIOBaHNE,
KOTIJa B BBIIIEAIIIEM HOMEpE XKypHaJja J1axke 3TOi eAIMHCTBEHHOM CHOCKM HE 0Ka3aJIoCh!
[Tonyumiaock, 4TO I MPUCBOMII UyxKKMe MBICIU. BooOIIIe TOBOPSI, COBETCKOTO ITIjlaruara
Ha 3amane, Kak IMpaBWJIO, HEe 3aMevald WJIM He oOpalliajy Ha Hero BHUMaHusA. OnuH
HaIll KoJulera, u3gaBasi COOpPHUK TIepeBOJOB CTaTeil MO COBpPEeMEHHON aMepUKaHCKO
COLIMOJIOTUH, CHSUI TIPEIUCIOBYE, HATMCaHHOe MepTOHOM, 3aMEHUB €ro CBOUM, IIpH-
YeM BKJIIOUMJI B HETO HECKOJIBKO CTPaHUII MEPTOHOBCKOI'O TEKCTa, U HUKTO MO ITOMY
MOBOIY HUYETo He cKasalsl. [TIocKoabKYy MEHSI 3TO HE YCTpauBajo, sl Hamucal THEBHOE
miaceMo A. I'. XapueBy u morpeboBas onyoJMKOBaTh MOTpaBKy. Yepe3 nBa HoMmepa B
paszese ornevyaToK ObLIO AeHCTBUTEIBHO COOOIIEHO, YTO B TaKOI-TO CTaThe IO HEIO-
CMOTpY pemakiiiu (BepOosiTHO, TaK OHO M OBLIO) BBIMAja cleayolnas cHocka. Ho kTo
YUTAET CIIUCKU CTAPBIX OITeYaToK?

Cpenn aMepuKaHCKUX COIIMOJIOTOB MEpTOH MMeEJ pPeryTalluio JOBOJIbHO aBTOPH-
TapHOTO JIUJepa, aCIIMPaHThI, OTKJIOHSBIIINE €T0 UACH U MPEIIOKEHMs, HE MOTJIM pac-
cuMTHIBaTh Ha ero rmomoik. Ho x Beixoamam n3 CCCP oH 6b11 moOpoxenateneH. Korna
B 1975 romy B CIIIA sMmurpupoBaj Moii 0biBinit aciupanT Imutpuii [lanwH, s oKpyK-
HBIM IIyTeM MOIPOCUJI HECKOJBKMX 3aIlalHbIX KOJUIET IO BO3MOXHOCTH ITOMOYb €MY,
1 oHHU 37O caenanu. Bo Bpems nipedsiBanus Amutpust B Pume, ero npuriaacuin @paHko
deppaporT, a MepTOH ITOCOAEHCTBOBAIT 3a4NCIEHNIO ero B actiupanTypy Koaymonii-
CKOT0 YHUBEPCHUTETA, YTO ITOMOIJIO €My CTaTh Ha HOTU. OLICHUTDh €T0 COBETCKYIO JIUC-
ceprauuio o Ixxopaxe 'epbepre Mune aMeprKaHCKHE COLMOJIOTH HE MOTIJIM, TTIOTOMY
YTO HUKTO M3 HUX HE YMTAJl MO-PYCCKU, HO TOCe Toro, Kak IllanuH onyb6aMKoBai He-
CKOJIbKO CTaTel B BEIYIIUX COLIMOJIOTUUECKUX XXypHanax, B Konmymouiickom yHuBepCcu-
tete emy npucynuiau PhD 1o coBokKymHOCTH paboT, 4TO TaM JAenaloT peako (BIpoyeM,
9TO OBIJIO yKe mocsie MepToHa).

[Tocne mepecTpoiiku, KOraa CTajao MOXHO €3IUTh 3a TPaHUILY (TIEPBBIi pa3 sl MOObIBAJ
B CIIIA B 1988 rony, a repBoe oduiMaIbHOE TIPUTIIALLIEHNE OTTYAa TTOIydrs B 1966-M),
s peryJsipHo Betpedaicst ¢ MepronoM B Hoto-Mopke, B Russell Sage Foundation. Tasxke
rociie cBoero yxona u3 Konymouiickoro ynuBepcutera, MepToH ObIBaJ TaM KaXKIyio cpe-
nIy. Y Hero OblIa TipekpacHas namMsaTth. B Havane 1990-X rogoB oH MbITaics BO30OHOBUTH
MHe TIpexHee npuriaiieHue B CtaHdopa, Ho MHe ObUIO yke 3a 60, Tak 4TO 3TO HEe I0-
ayamnock. Kaxkprit Moii puesn B Heio-Mopk Po6ept 1 ero xena XappuasT 3akepMmaH,
TOXE M3BECTHBINM COLIMOJIOT, TIPUIJIAIIAIM MEHS BeYepOM B KIIyD, OH — MYXCKOI, OoHa —
B XKCHCKMIT. DTO OBLIO MPUSTHO Y UHTEPECHO.
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Remembering Robert Merton
Proressor Icor S. Kon

Senior researcher
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology
Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow

Robert Merton was one of the first eminent sociologists of the 20" century I met. I saw
and listened to him for the first time in early 1960s when he and T. Parsons came to Len-
ingrad. But it was not a personal encounter. Most of all I was amazed by the clarity of Par-
sons’ lecture that sounded much simpler than his writings, and his pronunciation was very
good. Some years later, at an international congress I could hardly understand S. M. Lip-
set’s speech and I attributed it to the bad acoustics. But my American colleague explained to
me: “No surprise. Parsons comes from a rich family, was educated in an expensive private
school, and Lipset is a Jewish boy from Brooklyn, so where could he have acquired good
pronunciation?”

Of course, I read Merton’s books and found them interesting, mainly in terms of meth-
odology. Likewise, his distinguishing between manifest and latent functions was of particular
interest to me. At the 1966 congress of sociology in Evian, we were able at last to exchange
several words in person, but there was little time for that. Parsons and Merton invited me for
lunch (the only chance to speak face-to-face during the congress), but the previous session
ended too late and I did not come on time, so instead had lunch in the company of young
Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann, which pleased me very much. Their book The Social
Construction of Reality had just been published at the time and we found some mutual gen-
eral ideas.

My personal contacts with Merton continued during the Varna world congress of soci-
ology in 1970. During the closing banquet I passed around my proposal to set up a research
committee for the history of sociology within the ISA. Parsons and Merton were the first to
put their signatures and subsequently became members of the new Committee. That con-
gress saw another significant event for us: V. A. Yadov, A. G. Zdravomyslov and I could in-
vite Merton and Parsons to a restaurant, and moreover, we could pay for them. In capitalist
countries we hardly had money, and so could only be guests.

Later on, Merton and I conducted brisk correspondence. At that time, Stanford found-
ed its excellent Center for Advanced Studies. Several distinguished or promising researchers
of various ages and from different disciplines (not only social scientists) were invited there
for a year, provided with all of the necessary facilities for theoretical work, but not for em-
pirical studies, and without any obligatory plans or terms. The only duty was to discuss their
own as well as other fellows’ projects with researchers from different fields, and to theorize in
general. Those informal interdisciplinary discussions were extremely fruitful for all partici-
pants. Obviously, the number of applicants to get there was huge (an opportunity of working
for the entire year on your own project, and, besides, the prestige of that institution) but
on Merton’s advice they sent me a personal invitation. Alas, it did not get through to me.
The USSR Academy of Sciences declined it on my behalf without even letting me know
about the fact. I only received from Merton copies of the correspondence between institu-
tions. Unfortunately, these were lost in the ensuing years. In the early 1980s, the situation
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repeated itself. The Institute for Advanced Study was founded in Wassenaar, Netherlands
and they sent me a personal invitation (perhaps again on Merton’s recommendation). But
the External Affairs Department refused on my behalf without telling me about it. My case
was not unique, however, as everyone could be treated in that brutish manner. This was one
of the reasons for scientists’ growing hatred toward the Communist party and the Soviet
power.

My correspondence with Merton was absorbing. He wrote long informative letters. We
shared interest not only in the history of sociology but, for example, in the sociology of
friendship as well.

Until the mid 20" century, ethnographic studies of friendship were mainly descriptive.
It is only in the 1950s that scientists started to summarize and theorize these disparate data.
The interdisciplinary seminar on friendship as a social phenomenon that was held in 1955,
1956 and 1958 in Harvard University played a very important role. A number of prominent
anthropologists and sociologists — Robert Merton and Paul Lazarsfeld among them — pre-
pared a large joint paper Lazarsfeld P. F. and Merton R. K. Friendship as a social process:
a substantive and methodological analysis // Freedom and Control in Modern Society / ed.
by M. Berger, T. Abel and C. H. Page. Princeton : Van Nostrand, 1954. P. 18—66.

Merton worked out the substantive part of the friendship theory and Lazarsfeld estab-
lished a pattern for its methodological analysis. When in the 1970s I took an interest in the
sociology of friendship, I asked someone to send me a copy of that article. So Merton was
very surprised that I knew about it.

Merton helped me a lot when I started to explore age groups. When he learned about
my interest in that theme, he sent me a significant and expensive three-volume set (just
published at that time) «Aging and Society» (1972) edited by Matilda Riley. Actually, it fa-
cilitated the emergence of age stratification as a special sub-discipline in sociology. I imme-
diately published a positive review of it in Leningrad University’s periodical (see: Kor HU. C.
Peu. Ha xku: Crapenue u o61iectso / on pea. M. Y. Paiinu // Bectauk JIT'Y. 1974. Ne 11.
C. 159—160), which was not all that easy in those years.

And then a funny thing happened. In 1978, I contributed to «Coumonornueckne
nccinemoBanms», Ne 3 (“Sociological Studies”) a large article titled “Age Categories in the
Sciences of Man and Society” where the entire text was devoted to setting out of a theory
with an appropriate footnote (quoting the whole text or making several notes was impossible
because of censorship considerations). I was absolutely infuriated when my only footnote
was missing from the fresh issue of the journal! It looked as if I had taken ideas that were
not mine. Generally speaking, the West, as a rule, did not pay much attention, if any, to
Soviet plagiarism. One of our colleagues when publishing a collection of translated articles
on modern American sociology removed the foreword written by Merton and put his own
foreword, with several pages from Merton’s text. Nobody said anything about it. I could not
put up with that, so I wrote an angry letter to A.G. Kharchev (editor of the Journal) where
I demanded that a correction be published. What happened was a notification was placed in
the misprint section two issues later saying thatthe footnote had gone missing from the very
article due to an editors’ oversight (which probably was the case indeed). But who reads the
corrections of misprints?

Among American sociologists, Merton had a reputation of a dominating leader: post
graduates who declined his ideas and suggestions could not rely on his assistance. But he
was friendly to migrants from the USSR. My former postgraduate studentDmitri Shalin
emigrated to the USA in 1975, so I indirectly asked some of my colleagues in the West to
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help him, if possible, and they did it. During Dmitri’s stay in Rome, he was invited by
Franco Ferrarotti, and Merton helped him get into graduate school at Columbia Univer-
sity, which enabled him to find his feet. American sociologists could not assess his Soviet
dissertation on George Herbert Mead because nobody could read Russian. But after Sha-
lin had published several papers in the leading sociological journals, Columbia University
awarded him a PhD for his achievements as a whole, which was a rare case (though it was
after Merton).

After Gorbachev’s perestroika, when it was possible to travel abroad (I came to the USA
for the first time in 1988, but I received my first formal invitation in 1966), I met Merton
regularly in the Russell Sage Foundation, in New York City. Even after he had left Colum-
bia, he was there each Wednesday. He had an excellent memory. In the early 1990s, he
tried to renew my previous invitation to Stanford, but I was 60 already, so it did not happen.
During all my visits to New York, Robert and his wife Harriet Zuckerman, also a famous
sociologist, invited me in the evening to a club, for men or for women respectively. It was
intriguing and I enjoyed it.

Dmrrrr N. SHALIN

Chair, Sociology Department
Director, Center for Democratic Culture,
shalin@unlv.nevada.edu

Bios Sociologicus: The Erving Goffman Archives /
ed. by Dmitri N. Shalin (UNLV: CDC Publications, 2009)"*

Shalin: My dissertation was about George Mead and pragmatism. When the borders
opened up, I emigrated to the U.S. where I contacted Blumer and Merton, whom Igor Kon
knew, and maybe a couple of other sociologists, to see if I could study with them. Blumer
wrote to me that I can come to work with him but that there is no money to support my edu-
cation, nor much of a face value of the diploma at the American University (I think that’s
what it was), where he taught at the time. Meanwhile, Columbia University offered me a
fellowship and an apartment for me and my family, so I went there, even though Columbia
wasn’t exactly a stronghold of interactionism and pragmatism.

Gladys Lang: When was this?

Shalin: I left Russia in August of 1975, and I came to the U. S. in January of 1976.

Kurt Lang: You said you got an apartment...

Shalin: It was at the Columbia University housing for graduate students on Broadway
and 112th street. I planned to continue my work on pragmatism and Mead, but that didn’t

' Lang K., Lang G. Goffman Converted His Personal Neurosis or Inferiority Complex into a
Very Productive and Creative Solution // Bios Sociologicus: The Erving Goffman Archives / ed. by
D. N. Shalin. 2009—2011 (Las Vegas: CDC Publications). URL: http://www.unlv.edu/centers/cdclv/
archives/publications/ega2.html
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come to pass. I happened to take Merton’s seminar on the sociology of science where I gave
a talk on the institutionalization of sociology in the Soviet Union. Rather inadvertently,
my presentation advanced Merton’s thesis about middle range theories challenging grand
theoretical constructions. In that case it was empirical sociological research in post-Stalinist
Russia which, I argued, undermined the Marxist predictions about the disappearance of
alienated labor in a socialist economy. At the end of my class presentation, Merton said that
he saw a dissertation and a monograph developing from my research. That was quite an
encouragement. But I didn’t want to become an expert on Russia in the United Sates and
told Merton that much. I mean, I felt honored by what seemed like an invitation to work
with the great man, but I really wanted to continue my research on pragmatism and sociol-
ogy. Looking back, I realize that I might have broken an unwritten protocol — when Merton
invites you to work with him, you don’t tell him you have other plans. If you think there
was a cult of Blumer [at the University of Chicago], you can imagine Merton’s standing at
Columbia.

Kurt Lang: Right.

[Laughter]

Shalin: I continued work on my topic, wrote some 300 pages which were supposed to
be part one of my dissertation on “Romanticism, Pragmatism, and Interactionism.” The
idea was to track the evolution of Romantic idealism into pragmatist philosophy and then
into the interactionist dialectics of self and society. Merton read the text and was clearly dis-
pleased with what he saw. He said the study was too philosophical, too theoretical, or what
not. Meanwhile, I got a job at Southern Illinois University on the basis of my publications,
A.B.D. from Columbia, and a Ph.D. I earned at the Russian Academy of Science Institute
of Sociology. Years later, when I was on a sabbatical leave at Harvard, I ran into Allan Silver,
one of my Columbia professors...

Kurt Lang: I know him!

Gladys Lang: Yes, Alan Silver.

Shalin: Allan said, “Dmitri, whatever happened to your doctoral thesis? I see you
publish all those articles — did you ever submit your thesis?” I told him about my experi-
ence with Merton and the fact that he passed me on to his student and colleague, Jona-
than Cole, the job I got at SIU, and tenure I earned there. The situation lost its urgency
by then, and I didn’t think I would get far with my research topic at Columbia. Anyway,
that is when Allan told me about the extra muros defense option Columbia University has
for people like me when...

Kurt Lang: Oh, we know that.

Shalin: ... Ph.D. is awarded to those who finished formal graduate school requirements
but instead of writing a thesis submit their publications. Allan Silver told me that the other
person awarded a Ph.D. at Columbia in this fashion was Daniel Bell.

Gladys and Kurt Lang: That’s right!

[Laughter]

Shalin: And so Allan said, “I know your work. Quickly, put together a folder with your
publications and send it to me. I will put together a committee, we shall set a defense date,
and you will get your Ph.D.” I said, “Are you serious? Can this be done?” He said some-
thing like, “Try me.” I did as he told me, and guess what — Columbia awarded me a doctor-
ate. So I got my second Ph.D. while doing research at Harvard on my sabbatical leave from
Southern Illinois University.

Kurt Lang: We know a couple of other people [who did that].
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Shalin: And when I came back from my sabbatical, I got a call from UNLYV that was
looking to hire a theorist and eventually made me an offer I couldn’t refuse. Andy Fontana
was the one who contacted me initially.

Kurt Lang: Yes.

Shalin: I told them that I had tenure and I couldn’t leave SIU without certain guaran-
tees. But that’s a long story. I don’t want to bore you with the details. This is how I came to
UNLV.

Gladys Lang: This is the University of Nevada?

Shalin: University of Nevada in Las Vegas. The sociology department here has a strong
presence of interactionists. Symbolic Interaction was housed here for a while. When Andy
Fontana edited the journal, I served as an associate editor. Later Simon Gottschalk took
over the editorship. The department has a notable qualitative orientation. My own research
is focused on pragmatist sociology and Russian culture. For some years now I have been
trying to articulate a program of pragmatist hermeneutics and conduct biocritical studies
which explore the intersection of theoretical, biographical, and behavioral data. One key
premise on which this work is based is that sociological imagination feeds on our emotional
experience, that talented social scientists like Erving Goffman ride a strong affective impulse
rather than simply straddle a discourse, apply a paradigm, and it is some personal embodied
experience that allows a scholar to articulate what everybody knows yet no one notices. This
applies to artists, writers as much as to humanist scholars. For instance, Anton Chekhov,
a famous Russian writer and doctor by profession, has a story titled “Ward No. 6” that de-
picts an asylum where odd but otherwise sane people find themselves brutalized by the staff.
This novella, I am convinced, reflects Chekhov’s affective strains, and it also has uncanny
resemblance to Goffman’s Asylums.

Anyway, I embarked on this project, exploring the interfaces of Goffman’s scholarship
and biography. The web site where the project is housed features Goffman’s publications,
critical scholarship, media accounts, memoirs and interviews like the one I am conducting
with you, which give his students, colleagues, and friends a chance to remember Erving
Goffman. I can send you the web links or hard copies of my interviews. Oh, yes, there is also
a section on “Comments and Dialogues” where we have a lively exchange on the ethics of
fieldwork, problems of interviewing, Goffman’s legacy, and so on. If someday you have any
comments, I would like to post them in this section.

In a nutshell, that’s where I am coming from and where I am heading.

Gladys Lang: I see. Well, that is quite remarkable. You have barely any accent.





