UNIVERSITY Of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 19104

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

April 27, 1967

Dear Dr. Hynes:

I am delighted to have your letter of
April 26 concerning Erving Goffman. We
will be meeting Dr. Goffman at lunch today
and I hope that we are going to succeed in
persuading him to join the University of
Pennsylvania. Letters like yours and
Tony Wallace's are important to us in
helping us reach a decision concerning
our possible action.

Sincerely yours,

David R. Goddard
DRG:JP

Dr. Dell Hymes
Department of Anthropology
University Museumn

CC: President Gaylord P. Harnwell
Dean Michael H. Jameson
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFOBRNIA 04720

10/3

Dear Dell:

First, thanks very mueh for that
letter. The idea of codes in context is extremely
appealing and whatever comesof where we are,
I hope we can work together in the aresa,

Sue and John say you are to be here,
Vy address is 2805 Hilgard; phone: 841-638u5,
Do please let us get together. I told John
I have an empty house and would be delighted
to house you. Also, except for Saturday {when
I have to pick up my boy) I use my VW very
little and you are welcome to borrow it.
But in any case, do phone.
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A Vributs 10 the Pople of Cailforaia

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFOBNIA 04720

October 26, 1967

Dear Dell:

Thanks for your extremely quick reply of October 10. If you see Anthony
Wallace please thank him for the kind letter he sent we. And I am sorry
about your family's feeling about Berkeley; but that does leave open the
other possibility.

Other possibilities for the meeting:

~— Paul Fkman (non-verbal expressive behavior, Langley Porter ).

Gregory Bateson (if there is money to bring him from Hawaii).

,,,,,,,,,,,,, Wed Hall (I think his role in the area is more important than
his mild manner has allowed him to get credit for}.

Exline (psychologist who has done considerable work at the
_University of Delaware on eye-to-eye looks during con-

'versation).

Robert Sommer (UC Davis, psychologist, considerable work on
territoriality and use of space)s

o,

As for people from the Garfinkel school,<§@h@g&®ff”is one possibile
ity and David Sudnow (uc Irvine) ig another.

Horman McQuown (whose place and work you know).

All of this of course is just discussion. Providing you are there and
Eabov; T would be willing to come; we could then haul in/Birdwhistell and
have a meeting. (Qarfinkel ip at Cambridge this year, working &t Mags
General T think with Eitot Mischler and T am sure he would come down.

FGruh









UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 19104

The College

DIEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
University Museum
33rd and Spruce Streets

December 9, 1968

Professor Dell Hymes
52, Storey's Way
Cambridege, Hngland

Dear Buddy:

I most certainly do want to go to Hew
Orleans next Hovember, in any capscity that suits
your pleasure. We should start doing exactly
what you say we should start doing.

The grant looks like it is alwmost in, and
that is because John and I have worked so hard.
Tomorrow morning when you shave, look at yourself
and try to fesl gullisy.

Regards to the others pubting up with the
English climate,
Sincerely,

ey

o

o
e

Erving
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DE?ARTMEL IT oy ANTHROPOLO{;Y
UnNiveERsiTY MUSEUM
33rd and Spruce Streets

June 23, 1969

Emgiamd
Deay Dell:

I would be totally delighted to see 1ittle monogravh brought
out in our series, as would everybody el is connected with the
venture. The blg guestion i3 whether it is in vour interests to offer
yvour product & . : Can you arrange for me to have
copy of what vm@ e t 1uhii ha@? 8O that T can gend it in to Gordon

& ni

Hubel (who will b vy through July) and start the ball rolling?

s 3

My word on Labov is that psychology is going to bring him here. The

@.
¥

Center for Urban Ethnology offered to give him his first year for pure
regearch, or part-time for five years, in a decision made in vour physical
but not spiritual absence; but it turns out this help will not be neces-

2ArY.

EG b
P.8. Do arrange as socn as possible for me %o gat a copy of your manu-
script so that I can start it through the works.
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HE TOURIST: By. Dean MacCannell, 214 pages,
‘fasiz‘c Books: $12.85 hardcover, $5.95 paper-
AT e g

s cannellireality and authenticity
are thought to be elsewhere: in
E > othet historical petiods and other
cultures, in;purer; simpler life styles.” The

ernity, an importer ‘of {deas, and tourism
itself serves as “the ethnography of mod-
ernity.” % ,

“Modernity”’ is one of the key words in
“The Tourist.” It refers -to a “post-in-
‘dustrial” society in which, according to the
‘duthor, we affirm our basic social values
not in work, but in leisure, In what may
" be part of a consistent tendency ic over-
generalize, Mr. MacCannell contends that
“reanvity, intimacy and sponianeity are
more likely -to be found in our free time
than on the job.”

K]

! “The deép structure of modernity,” he -

: writes, “is a totalizing idea,” an ethnogra-
v pher’s version of *ohe world.” ,

: “As a tourist, the lndividual may step
¢ out into the universal drama of modern-
. Aty Only tourism, according to him, can
“deliver a-“total”. experience. It is also part

ystem . ... which makes of the entire
world a single solidary unit .. . R
We are all tourists, says the'author, des-
“perately engaged in the demysification of
“otherness. The deciine of religion; our ance-
successful organizing force, has left: us

with an’ipdiscriminate hunger for expe- .

rience in the hope that, when we have it

L AlL it will fit togeiher like a jigsaw puzzle,

. {'The touristic integration of ‘society,” Mr.

" MacCannell “observes, “resembles - a ‘cata-
“logue of displaced forms.” Even work, ac-
cording to his rather extreme view: has

- become little more than a ‘touristic "at

- traction. The fact that he uses work in a=
fairly stereotypical sense only partly miti-
gates the sweepingness of his statement.

@ L &

. More stjy;u‘gg;}ufa‘l\in his anthropology than
Claude Lévi-5trauss, who held that an eth-"

PO phy of modernity is impossible, more
semiotic in his analysis than the “epigra-

natic” Roland Barthes and Marshall Mc-

:Luhan, dissatisfied with Erving Goffman’s
itimid focusing on the individual, Mr. Mac-
LCannell is not an easy man to read, His
fhetoric, though, is proportionate to his
ambition. He remarks, for-example: “I think
that ethnography  will eventually occupy
@ positifn in the modern. world similar to
‘the one occupled by psychoanalysis in'the
dndustrial world.” )
; All culture ig contaminated, the souvenir
! gonstantly threatens its source.. In’ our
American melting-pot-of-life “styles, “we
‘seem to be trying to furn ourselves into an
fenormous work of art.” But even fourism
‘has its dangers, for the tourist sometimes

5 g ———

with the experig
fers the example-of
where the birds have.all gone indoors to
cape the cold weather: these people:

ntent to. read: the plagie the

OR MODERNS,” says Dean Mac-

stourist, then, becores a traveler in mod- -

; LS aiso part  one ds the front region,.
of the “collebtive quest for 4 ovér-arching

" _sclousngss ean expand freely, unfe
ati :

Books of The Times

By ANATOLE BROYARD

a5 a satisfact:ovryw substitute for the birds -

themselves, . ) g
Anather danger.of fourism is “exchang-
ing perception, for mere recognition.” This -
amounts o the amassing rather than the
assimilation, of e¥per
turns home tu chew over his souvenirs, his
memories, like-a cow chewing its cud. In
such cases, he s closer to poetry—"emo-

tion, recollected in tranquility”—than to .-
truth. There is a tendéticy, too; to seg the -

phenomenon as, larger than life, {0 seé ob-.
jects as “panorarmas of themselves.” In the
same-vein, we.go to Switzerland not to see’
nature, but “scenery.” Lot
There is such;a thing, theiauthor belleves,

' as.touristic “overexpression’: ‘fRﬁés‘taf;granm ;
“are decorated like ranch kitchens . . hotel

rooms are- made to appear like peasant
cottages; primitive religious ceremonies are
staged as public  pageants.” Hinting  that

~there is even a hierarchy of the overex-

pressed; Mr. MacCannell writes: *“The Unit-
ed. States makes' the rest of tha” world
seem authentic; California makes the rest
of the United States seem authentic.”

o e - @ @

In “The Tourist,” the author leans
heavily on Erving Goffman’s “Front-Back”
dichetomy, dividing it into six stages: Stage
“the kind of social
space tourists attenipt {o overcome or get
behind” Stage two is “a touristic front
region-that has been decorated to appear,
in some of its particulars, like a back re-
gion: a seafood restaurant with a fishnet
hanging on the wall.” Stage three: “a front

- region ‘that is totally organized to look

like a'back region; the live shows above
sex shops in Berlin.” Stage four: “A back
region that is open to outsiders; official
revelations of the details of secret diplo-

‘matic negotiations,” Stage five: A cleanup
~or improved back region. Stage Six: Goff-

man’s “Mysterious back region, aigenuine

_ otherness, toward which the tourist inces-

santly strains in his lust for authenticity,

spontaneity and intimacy. o
The tourist is confronted by “an infi<

nite regression of stage sets,” which, de-

. pending on the degree of his sophistication,

he will recognize and attempt to penstrate,”
We might define tourism, in this sense, as
a cultural rape or striptease. Just as it used
to be said that American girls went abroad
to have affairs with foreign men, so the
American tourist now has romances with
foreign cultures. Tourism is so widespread,
says the author, that for several days in
August every resont in-the temperate zones
is filled. The whole world of tourism is

‘booked solid. The ultimate frip today is

that airplane flight to the exact location
of the North Pole. "

“The Tourist” is one. of those books that
can be best enjoyed for its heuristic valub,

~for the -questiéns it raises as mbch as for .

the answers it offers, Here’s a good ex-
ample: “ . . by refusing to distinguish be-
tween truth and untruth, the modermn con-

1

ediby an agoniz-
ing doupt.” One could hardly find a better
deseriptfon of “The/ Tourist” i elfy

nce,-The tourist re- -

by: W

|




December 6, 1976

Mr. Robert Erwin, Director
University of Pennsylvania Press
3933 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1917k

Dear Bob:

Enclogsed the outline of and sample papers
for the proposed Sankeff volume. Dell, T think,
is Tamiliar with most of the papers, and so I
an sending him only the outline. Sankoff won't
be long in these parts, and I hope we can tie
the thing down with a decision quickly. Let
me know about anything else vou might need in this
connection by phone,

Seasons greetings,

Erving Goffman
BG/LAD
ce: Dell Hymes o7

Enclosures




suy







UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 19104

Graduate School of Education Cl
Deit H, Hywves, DeEan
June 4, 1979

Dr. Erving Goffman
518 University Museum F1

Dear Erv:e

Warren Slesinger of the Press has asked 1f I think the manuscript
by Nancy Dorian, THE DEATH OF LANGUAGE: A STUDY OF A GAELIC~SPEAKING
COMMUNITY, suitable for our "Conduct and Communication Series.”

You may know about the book already, since Gillian reviewed it
for the Press, as did Bill Labov.

I would think myself that the book would be suitable in being
analogous to the character of Gillian's book. There appears to be a
good deal of clear accounting of the social setting of the linguistie
change. TFrom what I have seen of her work, she writes well. 1In its
own sphere, the study is in keeping with vour concern about "the
neglected situation." It refers language change squarely and ines-
capably to the social setting 1n which its causes lie. At the same
time there is control of linguistic fact in close detail. A blow
struck for the unity of the two that so many manage to avoid.

In any case, the book would certainly do us credit.

Sincerely,

ell H. Hymes
Dean

DHH:js

ce:  Warren Slesinger



UNIVERSITY @f PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 19174

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY .
UniversiTy Musgum i Lo -

33rd and Spruce Streets [ -
oo e =

Rovember T, 1979

Dear Dell,

Thanks for your letter on Sue’s menuserivt. 1 agres we should
publish 1% but, like yourself, I was a little dissppointed--alithough
perhaps not fully in the same way. The introductory concepbual material
on species constraints on commupnication is a late supsrimposition and nob
entirely relevant. It draws from Hall wery closely, and this part of his
writing can only be taken ss a secondary source, and a widely availshle
one % that. One might have expectsd Sue 40 go back to the makerials
that Hall read and do her own workup. Coincidentally her aotual concepbual
frame draws Trom Hall $oo, bub & differsat aspect, namely, his argument
about the uninbentional misunderstandings crested in cross-euldural conbacts
baesuse of different interaction practices.

I sensed also & rather glib involvement in San Dego Fth Meth.
“Conversational Analysis” centered in audio tapes and striet turn taking,
focusing on utterances much more than on face-to-face intersction generally.
Sue's approach (I feel rightly) addresses itself to the situational matrix
in which talk is embedded, drawing as much on visual cues as on audible
ones, and points %o the participabtion framework (if I can use my term) in
which talk occurs. And all of this eould in fact be more essily presented
ag a critique of conversational analysis as opposed %o a continustion and
extention of it. The same could be said for her (and Hall's thesis con-
cerning cultural differences in communication practices. All of %this
might be partly a product of Sue’s apparently not have T ,
last b or 5 years of discourse literature, of which, egpecially in regard
to classroom interscbion, there has been a great deal.

I fesl we are going %o have 3 problem with our oriticisms. Had I
not been co-editor of the series, I would have made specifie sugpestions
on the ms as 1 read along, asnd then argued with Sue zboud them, as I would
ordinarily do. But I didn't take such notes beecause I felt myv complainds
would not be taken as those of a sritis, to be atitended to or not as the
writer sees Tit, but sz an editor who mizht not accepdt & ms 1f displeassd
by it. You might be in the same position. Let's have a chab sboubt it.

Sincerely,

. Frving
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DELL HYMES U k1

28 Februar

Professor Erving/Goffman /
Dept. of Anthropology
University Museum

Dear Exrv,

Did vou receive these communiations
from Van Horn separseely? (id we zesz
something like thi~ hafore?)

The study apvears to be a useful ore,
but does not excite me as a book in the series,
But abstracts are dull. The chapters on
speech events and iIndivicuals could be
fascinating or not. My impressicn on limited
data is that it ocught t¢ address Amevicanists
as much as scciolinguists. If we had both
kinds of thirge . gmrzx goling at our Press,
it would make more sense,

One wonders where the dissertatiohhas beasn
since 1977, but there might be personal
TEasons.

He are pretty fully scheduled for a bit,
are we now, with vour beok, and mine, and
that of Sol Worth's writings!

To use a distinction of your own,
my impression is of merit rather than lustra.

Mauxiex Euglish does sometimes use worde
unfowtunately, if quoted corrvectly~~didan't
realize we atarted our series with a disreputable
press, and failed to redeem it.

all best,

Graduate Scheool of Education - University of Pennsyivania - Philageiphia, FA 19104
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DELL HYMES

24 December 19831°

s RS

P S
Droe Erv1nw‘uoffm§9
Universl ty ™4 0

Dear Erv,

I was delighted to pear from John

McGuigan that your book has been nominated
for an award (I ¥ink the National Book

i Award?), and also to see it featured as

B the first review in the TLS that just

o arrived this week., That's great for

you, us, the Press, and the series, and
the University. :

Although I must say that Harris'

review in TLS strengthened my impression

that the new professor of General Lingulstics
at Oxford is a man of profound superficlality.
He gets so much detail so wrong--at least

I have always thought that your approach

on Aran did not begin with your arrival

there and discovery of what the people
- were like-~that it was not unconnected

with pegle and traditions at Chicago.

And of course when structural linguistics

in this country became confldent of .

the levels of phonology and morphology,

it both inviestigated syntax (Hill-Trager-
Smith) and launched out into paralingulstics,
kinesics, litemary style, and the like,

And so on,

I have before me a book by one Marshall
Morris (who showed up in Philadelphia a month
ago--his brother works at the Science Center
ona literacy project that involves Dave Smith)}-
very eager to be sure I'd gotten the copy
he'd sent of his book. Yet in the bokk there

o ; ; is one minor referance toyou and none to me.
ST LT Although the book is entitled: Saying and
‘ o R meaning in Puerto Rico. Some prdims in the
s R ethnography of discourse. Perhaps it is no

Graduate Schoo!l of Education - University of Pennsylvania - Philadelphia, PA 19104




SUrprise that the book begins a Series,
Language ang Communication LibraQé edited
by Roy Harris, Whose two books, like hig
review of Forms of Talk, seenm dedicated to
the British vein of PoOoh-poohing genemnalizatio
and thecry, and Saying, really, history andg
common sense show that these fashionable
tniggs are mistaken,

1t makes Oxford Seem insular, since
the relevant idears have been Published
and discussed to & fair extent ipn England
itselr, even, Indeed, in books emanating
from Oxford (ed by Edwin Ardener, and
writéan by 2 student or two of his)., It
looks like Professor Harris wants to
reinvent the Subjects for himselr,

even though some Scholars say it was
inevitable, given Cicero's attacks,
my Sympathy is more strained in the modern
Case, ’ : v ‘

- At least YOU have the Comfort of
being able tg write in an inimitable way!
Otehers can get the words, but not the tune;

Enclbsed is a bit of holiday hijinks,

All best to al1,




T MOOME DROBLI g THE
OK SUBTITLED "SOME PROBLEM S IN THE

o

s TR CEITY OTT A ny o Ao
O PIRST READING A B

ETHNOGRAPIIY OF DISCOURSEY FROM ENGLAND

iany gpeak of speaking, who were dumb

vWhen rationalist Chomsky's unrelenting thumb
Pressed hard on every antecadent ~-ist,
Sehavioral-, structural-, fell aside unmissed;
Social interaction went down the taps,
Conflated with fatigue and memory lapse,

How all allow (even the most dogmatic)

Y

all
Themselves to be at least a bit 'pragmatic'—-
But happy the few, in early sisties' Berkeley,
Who saw 'the neglected situation' starkly,
Whole, saw SPEAKING to its tongue-~tied core
By life framed aft, beneath, above, before,

Saw each communicative modality
Inseparable from all in the sodalit
of interacting mer humankind--So soft
A viglon and so hard to hold, of what oft

Is done but ne'er so well expressed--And (Gntil
Well expressed, ill seen.

The seeing, O gentle ya
GOFFMAN, students of language now oue,;u¥ev know, T/ e
To thy guick, quirky quizzing of their status quo. N ;

24 December 1981




July 26, 1982

Br. Erving Goffmss
518 University Husewn/Fl

Dear Dr. Goffsan:

Enclosed plesse find 2 copy of a letter
daved 7 July 1982 frowm Dr. Buth Vodsk addressed
tor Dr. Hymes: He hae regussted thst I forwsed
a copy of this letter to vou with the followins
comments,

“Dr. Ruth Wodak is well known associate in
research of Wolfgang Dressler; Language in
Soclety is publishing s susmary article asbout
their various lines of research (highly value by
John Gumperz among others).”

Bincerely,

Bogewary Elempp
Dean's Office
‘rk
Emcl.




