
this collection is best suited for professors 
who are just plain curious about the field of 
ethnic studies: what it is they do, why they 
do it, and why it is important, even for soci
ology. 
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The significant influx of Jews in what even
tually would become the Russian empire 
started in the fourteenth century when the 
Lithuania's military victories over its neigh
bors encouraged Jewish traders to settle in 
Ukraine. By the time Russia overpowered 
Lithuania, consolidated its control over 
Ukraine, and annexed Poland in the late 
eighteenth century, its Jewish population 
swelled to 1 million. At the start of the twen
tieth century, nearly 4 million Jews resided in 
Russia-estimated one-third of world Jewry 
at the time. Fast forward to the early twenty
first century, and you will discover that once 
a major presence, the Jewish population in 
Russia has dwindled to less than a million. 

The reasons for this reversal are many. 
The Bolshevik revolution left imperial Russia 
without several territories traditionally 
inhabited by Jews. Between 1.2 and 2 million 
Russian Jews perished in the Holocaust. 
When the prospects of winning trade con
cessions from the US. beckoned, Leonid 
Brezhnev opened the door to Jewish emigra
tion. Between 1971 and 1981,250,000 Russian 
Jews left the U.s.s.R. Slightly over one half 
found their way to Israel, the rest settled 
mostly in the U.s. and Canada. After the 
Soviets invaded Afghanistan, Jewish emi
gration was reduced to a trickle, restarting 
only after Mikhail Gorbachev consolidated 
his power in the la te 1980s. Between 1988 and 
2005, over 1.6 million Jews from the former 
Soviet Union emigrated to Israel (950,000), 
the US. and Canada (370,000), and Germany 
(200,000), with the rest going to other West
ern countries. 
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Russian Jews on Three Continents is an 
ambitious study tracking the fate of Soviet 
Jews who resettled in the West. Larissa 
Remennick, herself a Russian emigre who 
presently chairs the department of Sociology 
and Anthropology at Bar-Ilan University, 
uses surveys, in-depth interviews, and group 
discussions to paint a broad panorama of 
Russian Jewry abroad. An introduction 
traces the genesis of the post-WWII emigra
tion from Russia and situates Soviet Jews in 
their native culture. A separate chapter is 
devoted, respectively, to the Jews in Israel, 
the U.s., Canada, and Germany. I found par
ticularly useful the conclusion that frames 
the issues in comparative perspective. 

The author lays out a model that singles 
out six factors bearing on the successful inte
gration: (1) Official framing of Jewish immi
gration; (2) citizenship requirements; (3) size 
of the emigre community relative to the local 
population; (4) resettlement package avail
able to the immigrants; (5) access to skilled 
occupations; and (6) host expectations 
toward immigrants. 

Russian Jews comprise 14 percent of the 
Israeli popUlace. They have instant access to 
citizenship and enjoy political influence. The 
sheer number of the Russian expatriates 
guarantees ample networking opportunities. 
Yet, the repatriation package awaiting the 
olim is modest. By contrast, in Germany, 
Russian Jews enjoyed a relatively ample 
financial support, but they make a tiny frac
tion of the population, they are viewed with 
suspicion by the Germans, and their path
way to citizenship is contingent on 6-8 years 
of residency. 

Until the end of the 80s, Russian Jews 
were welcome in the US. as political and reli
gious refugees, but with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, entree to this country was cur
tailed by an act of Congress. Russian immi
grants are admitted to Canada under the eco
nomic quota system, but those who made it 
to Canada face major hurdles validating 
their profeSSional credentials. 

So, where do the Russian immigrants fare 
better? Not in Germany where some 200,000 
Russian immigrants have a hard time mixing 
with the locals and finding well-paid jobs. 
Progress in Canada is slowed down by bar
riers to entry erected by local unions and pro
fessional organizations. Russian expatriates 
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seem more at home in Israel, but the huge 
influx of skilled professionals overwhelmed 
the limited capacity of local markets. While 
in the year 2000 some 40 percent of the Israeli 
high-tech sector was powered by Russian sci
entists, many more emigres faced hardships 
finding work commensurate with their qual
ifications and sometimes unrealistic expecta
tions. Russian Jews in the U.S. appear to be 
most satisfied with their situation. 

The author works with John Berry's 
model of the immigrant adaptation strategy, 
which situates the acculturation process 
alongside the continuum that stretches from 
assimilation through integration to margin
alization and separatism. Remennick modi
fies this model to track "integration" and 
"acculturation" as two key indicators of the 
immigrant's transition to a new life. Integra
tion refers to "the structural aspects of immi
gration inclusion (employment, functional 
social networks, participation in host social 
institutions) and acculturation in relation to 
cultural aspects of this process, including 
language shift, informal social networks, 
and cultural consumption" (p. 71). 

The author's considerable skills as an 
ethnographer help put a human face on the 
acculturation process and illuminate the 
impressive capacity for self-understanding 
(and self-deception) among Russian expatri
ates. 

"It's there that I was a professor, here I am 
dog shit!" laments a former Russian scholar 
with little prospects for putting his cultural 
capital to productive use in a new county (p. 
333). "Germans killed most of my relatives 
during the war, so they should at least com
pensate for their crimes by making myoid 
age more comfortable. I see this pension as a 
kind of historic due," declares a Russian ben
eficiary of the German welfare system (p. 
335). 

As I read these excerpts from the inter
views collected in the course of this study, I 
began to wonder about the potential for a 
bias endemic to the ethnographic method. 
Nowhere in the text does the author tell us 
what motivated her decision to leave Russia, 
why she chose to settle in Israel, what she 
thinks about the Zionist cause, or how her 
own adaptation success might have 
informed her inquiry. I raise these issues not 
to question the validity of the reported find-
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ings but to highlight the paucity of self
reflection. 

Dr. Remennick wrote an important book 
that is certain to become a standard reference 
for all those studying the immigration and 
adaption process, as well as a noteworthy 
addition to the ethnographic literature on 
selfhood, identity crisis, and self-actualiza
tion. 
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Latinos are now the largest racial-ethnic 
group in the United States having surpassed 
African Americans in population size in 
2000. Mexicans are by far the largest nation
ality in the "Hispanic" category and com
prise approximately 60 percent of the total 
pan-Latino population. It is this striking fact 
that makes the publication of Edward E. 
Telles and Vilma Ortiz's study of Mexicans in 
Los Angeles, California and San Antonio, 
Texas such a welcomed contribution to both 
Latino studies and the sociology of race and 
ethnicity. 

Professors Telles and Ortiz have written a 
powerful and sophisticated longitudinal 
analysis of the "generations of exclusion" 
that Mexicans have experienced in two cities 
in California and Texas with the largest 
Mexican populations. Their study builds 
upon Leo Grebler, Joan Moore, and Ralph 
Guzman's pioneering The Mexican American 
People by drawing directly upon the 1965 sur
vey data collected for that 1970 publication. 
Their collaboration on Generations of Exclu
sion began with the serendipitous discovery 
of the original 1965 questionnaires in a dusty 
basement at UCLA's Powell Library. These 
questionnaires became the baseline data for 
their study which included re-interviews in 
2000 with nearly 700 of the original respon
dents as well as approximately 750 of their 
children. This book's sobering and unsettling 
analysis is based on those 1,442 interviews. It 
provides a rich body of new data that allows 
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