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~r. Shalitl Dmitry 
rest.ante 
Fermo Post.a 
P- 29 S. Silvestro 
Rome, -TA~ 

Dear Dr. Dcitry: 

l>EPART).fENT OF SOCIOLOCY 
BEl\llLEY, CALI.FOI\NIA 94?ao 

Octob r 27, 1975 

I aJ:1 writing this br-.cf ~ettcr to let :rou know th t I received your 
inquiry. I tri~l to you again in a few days and try at that ti..lr.e to 
proVicie you"" t.'l cle,r and def..nitive infomcti on on what I:l:.'"ht be 
done in arranging for you to 'l\'Orlc for a Ph. D decree in Sociolor,y 
here at Dcrkeley. At the moment I canr.ot .,,roVicie 1:.hc.t information 
since I am seeing if it is at a~l possib:;.e to shorten the m:.n:ir.rum 
ti.me rcquirer..cnt of two years that the Universi ty of Calii'ornia, ~er­
keloy, nc:m requires of students v.ho secure a Ph. D decree hero . I am 
dcubt:'ul if any concossion can be got t.'1at will shorten this t::.me 
period. I r1ill let you know ,ti.thin a few days, 

Thero io a poo:iibility tJ1nt an arranec:icnt r.u.cht be ,iorl:ed out for 
you to secure tho Ph. D at another university to ,\'hich I v.ve enc- fourth 
of cy tir>.e. This is tho United States Intcrnaticral Univors:..ty in 
San Die(;(), C. lifornia . I w.:.ll also proVic.e you ,;i th infonnation 
on this latter po:isibility when I l,Tite to you in a f er1 days. • 

Sincerely yours, 

J/.vvhvl~~ 
Herbert Bl woor 
Professor hritus 
Dorart.,rnt of Sociolo(Y 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 
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Dr, Shaliln D:;ri_ try 
rest.ante 
Ferne Pesta 
1-29 S. Silvestro 
J(O;-·e, I ta]¥ 

Deer Dr, DI:'4.try: 

DEPAJtTMEJ\'T OP SOCJOLOCY 

BER.ULEY, CALIFORNIA 947:10 

llovemh~~ 14, 1975 

I am very sorry that I ha ,e not oeen al:lc to wr.1. te to you sooner after I 
sent r:ry letter o.f October 27. I have been delayed .n ~etti."l{.; tor:ethcr 
the relevant infomaticn pcrtainlnc to your situat .on. 

First, 1~ t ir.e explain what you should k-n0\7 if you T,~s,.-d to vrork toward 
a Ph. D. dcrree in socioloc:, at the University of Galifomia, Ber!~eley. 
Dcsp:..te .;y Er$LL"lCntsJ it is not possible to reduce tha period o.f two 
school years (six school c;,uart"r tens) '17h1ch the Grauuate DiVis ion of 
the University requires each i'h • .I.I . recipient to spend in residence on 
the Ferkcl ey campus , Accord .nr:1¥, you 7,ould have to spend thot period of 
tilte here as a r,radu ve e,tucent if j, •u ;;ished to earn the !h . D. c.erree 
frcr,i this ins ti tut .01 . A SEC end :.. t oo of :i_.,,ormc. tion that you should have 
is th:-t our De:.,artr.1wnt of Sociolor;y is .:.lloY:cd to admit on:cy a s:.iall 
mmbt.r of n..,u crncuate Jtudcnts e&ch ,tc,.r - a,.pro::il:L!1te]¥ thirty nan 
students . ,e usually have a,. li~ati.·nsAtt ebout ten times t'."lis nu:..t>-'r, ,..f.co"\ 
so that l,l1e choi ce of t.'1c soall nU.'llu r v,lio are accepted bee raes a tl2 .kr 
of ider.tii) .ni:; those aptlicants 1'/ho bave superior qualifications , \,.., 
have a snall coi::nitt<ce o. five ··cw. ty M.ot:Jbcrs who c.ecice betneen the 
applicants. I belie ·e, perso"la 'J:y, thaa the co:r..ittte m:>uld be .1.ed to 
select you (lS one of the thirty stUJ,ents , althcuch I cannot give you a.;y 
guarznt,.e tha t this would h.ir E:Il • ,.cyt, ... · sh to ;:oint out th::t iey 
coMcction "1ith the re:;;artment of .3ociolof;,' he.e at Berkeley is goine 
to be very limited during t.'le next two years . I am a frofe3sor emeritus, 
which means that I five sr rv~ce to the Departc.ent to en c.x tent tlu, t is 
allowed by only availa:ile f .nances and ti:1e a, :,roved n eas o~ the Der;a. t ­
mmt. During the .. o.t school year ( Se;.t. , 1976 to June, 1977) - am 
being as:: d to ci,e onl:,· one- iow·th of n:, .,:iJ:le ; this :x::ns tru.t J. will 
teach during onl:i one of t.'le three quarter terns r.r.d 'c on a • .::duced 
basis durinr that one qua2·ter. Thc~e io no certair.ty that even this 
limited connection by ne with the ,e,,art.--:ient he1'8 at Eerl:eley ,1ould con­
tinue ciur:.nc the subsequent 1977- 78 school ycc.r• So, 11 you ~1cre to 
come ho1-e to Berkeley on a doctoral ,roc;ran to -;;or:: 1,.1.th rac, icy associa­
ticn with yoi.. w u:...O have ~o be ver;, n:ir.wl un .er the best of cor.di­
tions . r.-e have, or cow-Jc, a highly dist:'..."l(;Uiohed rroup o_ s0c.:.010&,!.sts 
en the facu ty of our Departoent ;;i t.'l 11hoJ;1 ycu coi:ld work, 

::: ,rill send to you under separate cover scv ral sh()ots of c;:planato?j 
!llllterials referring to the De,.art:.ont of SociolofY hc2-e at Berkeley. 
You will note thet nost of the tc;.:t of tl:e r.iatcrial rcf,rs to ; , ... vious 
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school ing :'..n the USA. 
that you would like to 
attention. 

If after er.am:.ni.ng the materials you have questions 
haYe anS',10red, .. lease fool fr~e to bring then to ey 

1:011, lc.t ir.e ~ay soiteth:.ne about the ot.'1 r possibility that I mentioned in 
r:ry letter of October 27, nr".l8ly to r.ork for a Ph. D deer e at the United 
States Intern .. tior.al Univ· rsc.ty in San Diego, California . :.;y present :;lans 
a1e to r:ive thrLc- fou ·ths of cy t:..::io to that Univ~rsity <i.ur:'..nc the 1976- 77 
school year. So, if you .'Ii.shed to oor:. 1·;ith ,:e on your doctorate you could 
te assured of '11lch c;reater association and attention by seeking y-our degree 
at USIU. Further, because of th1;, di fe::-ence i n requiretients I t:'link tru:t 
it mir;ht be ,os:n.ble for you to CvJlj)lete your wor.c and get yo= Ph.D degree 
from USIU in a period of one ycr.r instead of the tvro-year period th t would 
be necess ry at Berkeley. There a::'8 oth r matters , ho,·;ever, th t you will 
msh to note . The Uni tcd States lnternrtional Univ.,rs Lty is a sma .. l univer­
sity with a vc.;1 sr.ia_l ::rta.f cf sociolocists <!."'ld anthropolocists ; you would 
M·,e v ry .. ,uch =re limited as:;oci&ticn nith soc.,.olo--icel colhacues than 
would e ;,ossible at the usual J..::icrican univc.·s-ty, es;itcia~ly .,.t 3'.;ri:eley. 
Further, the United States Intcm.:;t onal Unive.·s:.ty is frr fr:,:i having the 
prcstir:e and distinction th t are possessed by t.'le Univers:'..t:, of California 
at Bc!keloy; thus the face Value of yoar Ph .D decree from cSIU r.~uld r.ot be 
ec:ual to that of such a deereo froc, the Univcrs.t-J oi' Cali~'o!-nia, 3 rl:eloy, 
Yu could bcco· .e ':n01·m ss one '7110 1·:01•:·cd ".:.th r.:e , of coul'se, ..:or 11hatcvcr 
that r10uld oe y; ·th. ~ :ealize th.:' t I a::i c::. v •• ig yea or~y t.'10 s:cetchiest 
kind of ,ictuo'C J, ,:tut I an wri.t'nc about the USIU possibility. You rn:ey 
have nany questions t.'mt you ·.101..~d n:.s:-1 to as'.{ II-th re::;m-d tv th t .,ossi­
bili ty. Fei!l. free to br .,r such quc:.t or.s to my at,tcr. tion. 

Y.u ~-iay Ve_~· ro_l ,·: sh to gi e cvns de,·ation to othtr l.r.er:can universities 
in uh ch ycu I:li.ght ;ror:, to•,7ard a .l'h.D ciei;rce . .n soc_olOCY• The Dopart.~cnt 
of Soc ·01or.r at t.iie Lni7crsity of i.;innesota, ,cjn."lcapol.is, Unnesota is 
stroncly oriented to ~T.bolic intcrcctioniSI:1. Oth,.r 1miv rs:. t::.cs th.:.t ycu 
m:;.r-ht wish to consider are Il::'andeis Univc::-s. ty in '!as;;achusetts and the 
Stony Brook branch of thu State Uni•1e sity of l!L11 York; they are s;;-:!!pat.'1ctic 
to ::r., ;Jbolic . .ntcra~tic,1is.:i. Ii' you s .ould have questions 17. th re ard to 
other univ rsiti s you should fe;el free , acain, to se!ld ';."'.en to ne 0 

Do ,:. t hesitate to i1I'ito to .·.e abcut t.1e r.ia tcrs dealt w.th in this lett<.:r, 
should you ,1ish to do so. I u.:J.l try to be of as much help to ycu cs -
can. 

S..ncerely yours , 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

BEI\ULEY • DAVIS • IRVIN& . LOS A><CEl.&S • IUVEI\SIDE • SAN D!ECO • SAN FRANClSOO A - - - - -SANI'A 8AIUJAJ\A • $.A!l.'TA CRUZ 

JJr. Dx:ti. tri Shalin 
542 ,~st 112th St. /,pt . 3C 
New York, N. Y. 10025 

Dear llr. Shalin: 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCJOLOC\' 

BE.RCELEY,CALJ.FORNIA 94 720 

Feb. 9, 1976 

I was delirhtcd to receive your letter and to lei:rn thrcugh it tru.t 
you are now located in the United States and th. t you have been able 
to worl( out a progran of doctoral study at Columbia University. You 
are lodged in an excellent and r,restigious department of sociology. 
I hope that you wi.Ll find your work to be stimulating and pro::uctive 
and that Y"U T,'1.ll quickly L.nd yourscl.f to 1.,e at hore inside of our 
scholar ly- ranks • . I.f I can be of assistance along the v:ay, lot me knor1 . 

I read your paper on the 1'6urrcnt Trends in Soviet Sociology" with a 
great deal of interest, It is a very inforcativo paper, one th~ t fills 
out tho i.Dprcssions I had J:om.cd ~rom oth· r sources . I.f you should 
prepare the paper . or publication I would suggest tlkt you add a brief 
discussion of the access of Soviet sociologists to wh t is happening 
in the outside sociological norld and their general lllOc.es of response 
to outside happenings . I th:.nk that it ,·rould be particularly interest­
ing to get a relatively cle, r pictu,:e of how tho Soviet del egation 
handles itscl.f at the intemational congresses of the International 
Sociological Association, SUch types of information would help us to 
understand the current position of Sociology in Soviet Russia , 

Best wishes and best of good fortune . 

Sincerely yours, 

Jf~Ll~ 
Herbert Blumer 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

8£1\ULEY • DAVIS • DIVINE • LOS ANCEL£$ • RIVEI\SIDE • $AN DIECO • SAN FRANCISCO O SANTA BARBARA • SA1''TA CRU2 

• 
Y.r . Dirtl tri Shalin 
542 ~est ll2tr. Str~ot (#JC) 
N1nr rork, ll. Y. 10025 

Dear l.!r. Sllalin: 

0.£.P AflT:t-"1.E.t••T OF SOCIO LOCY 
8.£1lllLEY, CAUFORNIA 9•120 

Dec. Jl, 1976 

It was a 11>leasure, intieeti, to receiYo your letter anli tho a,:coa­
panyin& written :iatorials, I trust Yery :auch that you haYe rounti 
your stq in )Ur lan4 so far tj ce satisffin, and rowarliinc anti 
that your hopes for tho future re~ain •ri&ht anti challencinc to 
you. Are f•JU worlci ,, ahe,11 on a llor,toral pro'1"a"' in socicloi:y at 
Colu•bia Univorsit,-? If so, who is aerYing as tho chair aan of 
your tiissortation cora.rltteo an➔ rhat is to be the title of your 
,iiseertation. I w:l11V lte int,11rested. in socurint this inforution 
orOTiMeti that you woula care to suooly it, 

I reali throucll your pa,-er en •structural anti Interactional "•"~ 
r.ir;,as" rather hastily last nicht. I rill ret,1rn to the "lore care­
ful reaolinc of it later. I 11erely wish to say at this 11011ent th~t 
I ?11 yery faYoraltly i7!)ressoli lty your line of tr,..tment. Frankly, 
I a:i 30••ewhat a ,aaz,-d. th ,t vou, co:ai1c fr 'J ~ a forf'io;n land. ,-,1th •if­
ferent scholarly traditions, ha~e boon able to ~a~p anti co pre~on~ 
so ef"ectiYely 1:1ers,iectiTos t'i,,t elulio even th• h•st of our o-..n 
:,oholare in tho lanti where th~se --:>~rsp .. ctivet'I have h,d th"ir oria:in 
anli tievelonont. l"itho11t 'Irish.inf; to a;.,,>olir i "11!:r•tiatinl'" I have tn 
~•Y that you are obvi,msly hi:;hly t:ift~<l intellectually. Lator, as 
t,he tirae allows, I uy nito to you with re:ard to your "aper. '!'h!!r'" 
are -ioints to ~hich I w~ul• take exception. 

Your c,ai:,er on • current Trenfis in SoTiet Sociolof'Y" ·vas Tery infor • .,_ 
tive. Boin&: puhl isheli in an Italian journal its circulation amoni: 
A,,rici.n :,eciolorists will he unfortunar,ely Y•ry lLaited, S1',>ulfl you 
have tha cc:asion to lVI"ite a eir.lil«r article for one of our do~~stic 
soci.Jlo:kal journals you ouzht to i r,clu io a sr,ort section on tb.e 
reaction o.f Sonet sociol•r;ists ti. Western sociole:;ical aooks and 
periencale that are i~,•rteli inti, tnoir country. 

iiy •oat wishes for a Yery rf'warliin& year in 1977. 

Sincsrely yours, 

A~iJ~ 
Herlt'!rt Bl,t'ler 





UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

BERKELEY • DAVlS • IJWlNE • LO$ ANCELF.S • JUVERSIDE • SAN DlE(;O • SAN P'RANC1S00 

J.lr . Dmi t.ri Shalin 
542 West ll2th Street (#3-C) 
New York, N. Y. 10025 

Dear llr . Shalin: 

DEPARTMENT OF SOC10t..0CY 
BERXELEY,CAUFORNJA 9~7l0 

January 9, 1978 

I was delighted to receive your letter and to learn that you had met 
the doctoral requirements and that you are now in a position to devote 
yourself to the developnent of your dissertation. I have filled out 
the reference form for the ACLS as per copy enclosed. I hope very J1D1ch 
that you will be given the assistance for which you are applying. 

I have read your manuscript statement on 11Romantic Philosophy, Social 
Interactionism, and Differentiation of Macro and lolicrosociological 
Paradigms . " It is obviously a very thoughtful statement, showing a 
good grasp of the relevant lines of scholarly thoueht and a marked 
talent lor handling a complex theoretical problem. I wish you the 
very best of success in the development of your dissertation. 

Persona_ly, I shy awa7 from the terms "macro-" and ''micro-" sociology 
since in their customary usar:e they introduce confusion into thought, 
setting up false distinctions and leading to a misdirection of analysis­
To shift to "structure" and "interaction" represents only a partial 
advance since both of these latter terms are in dire need of clarity• 
"Structure" is one of the most frightfully confused terns in our socio­
logical armament and 11interaction11 is not far behind • Until they are 
pinned doffll to allow for clear empirical application socioloe;ical thoueht 
and analysis will continue to wallov, . I suspect that you will have to 
deal with this matter in your dissertation. 

I am glad to learn that the earlier paper you sent to .e on Sociolof'Y in 
the USSR is to e published. I hope that the article on "Between the 

Ethos of Science and the Ethos of Ideology" will Le accepted for publica-
tion; I found it to be very informative. Also, I think it would be very A ,.a.,J.a 
helpful to our discipline if your paper on "Romantic Philosophy, ew. "~II"'"'-,. 
Its present length makes it difficult for i:,.e to think of a suitable 
journal; you may have to reduce it in order to ga:in considera't.ion for it• 

My best wishes for a very rewarding year in 1976 ° 

Sincerely yours, 

J/JuJ~ 
Herbert Bl.um.er 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

BEJ\X:£LEY • DAVI$ • IR\IINE • LOS ANCEL.£$ • IUYERSIDE • SAN DIECO • SAN FRANCl.SOO SANTA BARBARA • SA:-.'TA Cf\VZ 

Mr. Dllitri Shalin 
542 lfest 112th Str eet , #9C 
New York, N. Y. 10025 

Dear llr. Shalin: 

O£PARTMEt-:T OP SOCIOLOCY 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720 

June 16, 1978 

I am delighted to know that you plan to attend the annual meeting of the 
~SA in San Francisco . It will be a pleasure to meet you and to talk with 
you. l!'e can arrange to meet at a time of mutual convenience, probably in 
one of the corridors of the Hilton Hotel. I will be colll!Duting to the 
hotel from my holll9 in lfalnut Creek, so,ne thirty miles and an hour and a 
half away. I suggest that y -1u send me a note when you know where you 
wi l l be staying. In all probability I will attend the session at llhich 
you are to present your paper. Via will arranP,e to get together. I will 
be glad to try to answer your questions on Mead's thought. 

I read with much interest your paper on • The Genesis of Social Interac­
tionism and Differentiation of llacro- and loticro- sociological Paradigms .• 
It reflects a high order of scholarly sophistication - toe advanced level 
of intellectual acumen that I have coae to associate with y~u. Yet , from 
ary own personal perspective I experience a bit of disappointment with your 
paper. I do not enjoy the ease with which my colleagues in the discipline 
accept a distinction between " macro• and • micro• in sociolou. They take 
the distinction for granted; I desire to have lt soecified by clear-cut 
denotation of instances of what is said to be • macro• and what is said to 
be • micro• . I do not find such a speci f ication in the l iterature. Nor 
can I get it from my il!llltediate colleagues who use the distinction. I do 
not find the specification in your paper - a soecification that will enable 
me to look at the empirical world and say unambiguously, • this is an i n­
stance of macro- social and this an instance of micro-social•. I find that 
the distinction is begp,ed by those who use it;Jand not shown in terms of 
empirical characteristics. I wish you the greatest of r ewards as you pur­
sue your own interests in this area. 

I look forward to seeing you at the annual meeting . 

Sincer ely, 

_!1~,t]~ 
Herbert BlUJ1er 
Professor Emeritus 



~-;,,,:~ 
I haw newr •t Ur . Sbalia i;-11t, I have had co~oe 111th Ida_,,.~ after h1a _,.rtu.nt :l'l\,a Soviet. .llllaeS.. In t.h1B pe1'1ocl I have, read llllft~ or the -,WICl"lit 
art.icl<e wll1ch t.e wrote aid •nt. ~ •• I M'nt t;c;c proto~ ~ b7 th• 
de;ltl:I ct t.1.1 th:nl{'.bt and tbe 1D01-ivcme• ct hit undn-ot.llaling. I ha ,o ~-.llecl 
at tbe •~rent fact t:u.it. be grew cp intcllectuallJ inai&I of • oontinq tx'liilOtiOr.i: 
yet was '9ble thro'U5h t.bo rca41 1 of ioreip 1rolb to GO'nk>p a ~n cf 
-■t.cm s>ciolo&:1,oAl ~ au:;11\ tar 11upu1ar> te tmt or st of our West.em aoc1olo­
ciat5• He 111 o'tiv1auo~ • penon or bleh intdlectaMll. c:Uta• JIii (tiYea 1ndicat1~n, 

blc,11 1 alao1 ot hiring an extNc~""wcnt t.o aotrilvq o't'3ec:Uvee. I ent.1.0t.,&1.o 
..r that. ha 111:J. becl ... a DOt.llbl.e l'e 

I bave re.i. bu propoca.l. witb can. I tbillk tbat it repre11C1tll an 1Jl(io tant •~ 
anll a Teuible lt.\lq• • 8N)tn t. Ndd.ftl in lt Ii liiilllli oi6er one 1. f u. 
c:nicdal t.bl:Ol"etical problcmll 1n -u. field or eoc1Dlo1171 1111 Id 1.11. tblt • .cal ecun<:111. 
n. problcla ot mcl:'O-.lOCioloa venue r:i1.cl'O➔Cc1Dlog aruee in e11NnUal.lJ cowit­
le1e areu of NN&rch and of thecret.1cal ~ata. In, Ule dolllinallt dhpoeition 
of sociolotiat■ 111 to elV nq h0ao tek•rc rcoogn1t1ou ot it.I ~ oonae­~°" and Uma to a-.o1cl effort. to eolve t.be problaa. I ac,ect bt. r . Sbll ta 
wUl. IIIGCNll in aaitirlg creat lld-nnoee in hie bandlills ot tbe prooi.. 111a propoMl 
abcw t.bat be bu a .f1nt. rat.e o ➔ of tbe nleftllt. Uwnt.ve am tbat Ile JaioN 
the line• a...o."l(t wdeb to -,ve. He .... to a to .bave thl neGeH<ll7 abUiU.e am 
t.oole to do a f'il'llt rate job• l woulAl urp tbat Jae t.. P,"'1 the tell.owe!dp ud 
tl.at be 880U• 

' 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

- • .. •••-••-......... •N-•=•-•liX~- • "'"'•--•-•­

Oltl'MTMJ;NT OP SOCIOLOCY 
8.IUUC:IU.JtY , C ALIFOL'l'IA,. !il◄7•0 

July 25, 1978 

I.Ir . Dm:i.tri Shalin 

Deer Dmitri: 

I have received your letter. Do you know when you are 
likely to arrive in B rkeley on September l? I ask, ecause 
Sept. l is a Friday and I am al.most certain to spem the 
morning and earl;y afternoon of that day in my office on 
the Berkeley campus. If you here here and free during that 
tilne, vie could neet for an hour or so in my office, where it 
would be quiet in comrari son with some spot in a hotel lobb:, 
in San Francisco. If we can 1t eet toeet,her in Berkeley on 
Sept. 1, I suspect that our meetine will have to le in the 
Hil ton Hotel; I plan to come in to the Hilton Hotel each day 
during the period, Sept . 4-8 • 

.. y home telephone nwnber is 933-0341. I will t e hocie on 
Friday nicht, Sept. 1 and on Sunday, Sept. 3. If I don •t 
hear from you I will phone you at your 'Jerkeley address . 

I look fonrard to seeing you. 

Sincerel;y, 

~vJLJ~ 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

• ......,, .. ,_, _,..,.-.,,..,_,,.._,, ,M,.....,.,_ • =• •-•=•-

0 SPAIITW &"1T 0 11' -,CI Ot,00'1' 

Mr. Dlllitri Shalin 
542 West 112 th st. 119...C 
New York, N. Y. 10025 

Dear Dmitri: 

•1tUl:L l!V, C A.Luroa1<0A $1◄1•0 

Augus t 16, 1976 

I have jus t r eceived your letter of A~. 15. 
I su;cest that 11e aeet in ff!T of fice on the Berkeley 
campua at l :JO p.m. on Friday, Sept. 1 . 'lhis will 
give us from one to two hours in which to talk. 

My of f i ce i s rooia 1(36 in Barr01rs Hall. 

You might phone lie to confirm the 110et inr;, after 
y-ou arri ve. I am almos t certain to be at 'ffJ// home on 
Thursday evening, Aug. Jl; nr:r home telephone number is 
933-0341. Or, you can phone ae the next morning at 1!1)1' 
office. The office phone number ia 642--4765. 

I look forward to seeini;: you , 

Cordia~, 



Professor Herbert Blumer 
Department of Sociology 
University of california, Berkeley 
Berkeley , CA 94720 

Dear Professor Blumer• 

Dmitri Shalin 
542 West 112th Str. #9- C 
New York , NY 10025 

August 13, 1979 

I am taking the liberty of sending you two of my recent works, 
One of them is an article published in the Humboldt Journal of Social 
Relations , It is a substantively revised and extended version of my 
paper on the macro-micro distinction in sociology, Another essay is 
titled "On things Themselves and the Art of Their Accounting; Or How 
We Go About Assigning Individuals to a Class and Ascribing a Class to 
Individuals , " I would like particularly to bring your attention to 
the second paper, In this essay, I cont1.ast classical and relativist 
perspectives on taxonomical ordering of social reality , formulate 
the idea of social relativity and indeterminacy , and reconsider in the 
new light the classical approach to social structure . 

I hope you may find these works of interest. With the best 
wishes for your work , 

Since1·ely , 

~ -1,, , ft.~',t, 
Dmitri N, Shalin, Dr, 









Professor Herbe1·t Blumer 
Sociology Department 
University of California, Berkeley 
Berkeley , CA 94720 

Dear Professor Blumer, 

Dmitri Shalin 
542 West 112th Str. 
New York , NY 10025 

January J , 1980 

It is hard to explain how much I appreciate your feedback on 
my essay "On Things Themselves,,, " and paper "The Genesis of Social 
Interactionism,,," Your encouraging evaluation of my work is part­
icularly relevant to me at this time when my ties wi th sociological 
community in this country have become rather weak , 

I wish you most productive and rewarding work in the New Year, 

Cordially , 

~ -,1_. s-U:v 
Dmitri N, Shalin 

P, S, I enclose here one of my new papers "Behavioral and Post- behavioral 
Methodologies in Communist Studies" in which I review the current con­
troversy over quantitative and qualitative methods in communist 
studies , 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

Dmitri N. Shalin 

Dear Dmitri: 

D&P ilTloUtlfT OF IOCU)LC)CY 
•clUC&J.&T • CALll'Oll..,-IA $ 4 120 

Jan. 18, 198o 

This is a brief note to let you know that I :received yc.ur 
letter of January 3 with the accompanying manuscript article . 
I will read the article as soon as I can, but I am afraid 
that I may not be able to do this for tno or three weeks . As 
usual, I have a stack of itasks on which I am committed to 
work; these must come first . But I will get around to your 
article and will write to you about it. 

I am puzzled and distressed to read your remark, " • • • at tnis 
time when my ties with sociological comnunity in this country 
have become rather ,1eak. 11 Has anything happened in which 
you think that I might be of help? Let me know. 

My best wishes. 

Corailly, 

_/ ~IL}~ 
Herbert Rlwner 
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' 
Professor Herbert ~lumer 
Sociol ogy Dep.i.rtment 
Uni versity of cal~fornla , BP.rkeley 
Berkeley , CA 94720. 

Dear Prc-I°essor Blumer,· 

Dmltri Shal:n 
542 W3St 112th Str . 
New York, N~ 10025 

January 28, 198 0 

Thank you for your not~ of January 18. And please forg1ve 
me the remark concerning my ties to the American sociological 
community, It is not easy to explain what exactly I had in ~ind, 

For some three years I have been disse:.inating job ai:,pllcations 
in th1 ::; country, so far without success . 1 taught a Su=er session at 
ColU!'lbia and served as a Professor Peter Berger's repl-cement at 
Rutgers . The last experience was particularly rewarding But a ten­
tative offer of a position at Rutgers failed to :naterialize Efter 
Eerger left Rutgers for Boston University, As things stand row , 
I am t1nlikely to g~t s.nything for the next academic year. It is '.his 
prospect to stay without job for another year or two that must have 
precipi ta tC;d my remark. 

Please, do not misconstrue it a~ a compla1nt . ~:y ;:ife has a 
job and so far she has been able to support my 1·esearcl". As long a~ 
I am able to work , I am happy. Th~ fact 1s,how'-'ver , that I have not 
been in touch with sociolog1 sts since the last ASA i1e'lt1ng , wlch 
made your _·esponse to my paper~ so imrortant to me . 

i3e this as 1 t may , I keep workL1g and the current pcrlod of 
my career has been particularly productive . I thought of asJr1nf. you 
to write a reference letter supporting my job applications , That nie;ht 
help. But I suspect that what is at issue is r.ot so much my credenti, 
as the nature of my professional interests and the depressed. market 
situation. I hope to complete my dissertation on Mea.l. sometime aroun~ 
the end of this academic yeo.r . Then I will try to arrt...'lge it for 
publication . Perhaps things will begin to chanoe thereafter. 

There is one more thing that I would like to emphasize. I a.:i 
a:l.waJs delighted to have a feedback from you on my pap ~rs . But I ~-­
certainly aware how buizy your schedule must be, and do not expect yoL 
to respond to each of my sendings . 

With good wlshes . 

---~--------

Cordially , 
, x-, /1·v 
;,,:j,,.. ' ./, - , ' ,: 

Dmi t1•1 N. Shalin 
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Dmitri. 1; . Shalin 
542 .. est 112th Str,.,et 
J;;,w Ycrk, ,l . Y. 10025 

Dear Dx:dtri: 

.... 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
BERKELEY. CALlFORNlA 9◄720 

Feb . 1,5, .1.980 

I get to ey oil'ice on the Eerl<eley c~us only once every two weeks - on u-<A+ ,et,.,., 
4 Friday. The rest or' the tiJlle I am in San Diego, v,here I am teacning in D 
the United States International University. This explains, in part, ray 
delay in acknoYlledging the receipt of your letters. I am replying no" to 
your lett..r of January 28. I am sorry to hear th t you have no placement 
for the coming school year, ~eginn.ing in September. Some senior faculty 
member in your department in Columbia University should be acting vigorously 
as your sponsor and, consequntly, writing dircctfy to suitable schools on 
your behald'.. A prestigious department, such as the department at Columbia, 
would know about tho better available openings and should be prepared to 
strongly SUPI ort a candidate like yourself. 11.yself, I -am out of touch with 
10St is going on in the job market in our field in the United States at the 
present t ime. Openings ra refy come to nry attention s ince I no longer tee.ch 
at the Universi ty of California and visit rlerkeloy so ini'requently. llowevor , 
I "ant to say two things . First, you should free to use rrr::, name as one of 
your references; I would be glad to write supporting letters in your beha.!.f . , 
Second, if you wish I would be glad to write a general letter .en your behalf, 
to whom it may concern . Let me !mo"• 

I hope tha t you are roving ahead to your satisf acti on in your work. Pres ently, 
I am caught in a heavy siege of \TOrk so probably won't have the opportunity 
to write to you about you ma. material for the next few weeks. 

Cordial ly, 

fi~,u);J~ 
Herbert ..J.umer 



UNITED STATES 
INTERNATIONAL 

UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF m; ~A:\ IJEHA VIOR 

10455 Pomerado Road, San Diego, Califorr>1a 9 -elephone 714) 271-4300 

February 26, 1980 

Dimitri N. Shalin 
542 West 112th St. 
New York , N. Y. 10025 

Dear Dimitri: 

I finally found time to read your article on "Behavioral and 
Post-behavioral Methologies in co-unist Studies." Your article, 
as usual , is thouohtful and sharp, Your criticisms of the post­
behavioral communist studies are trenchant and, I suspect, very 
correct. I am more interested, of course, in the later part of 
your articlA, beginning on page 25, With minor exceptions I 
share t he methodological views tha t you prese,1t . I favor the 
pragmatist approach in place of the phenomenological approach but 
for the matters you are consi dering the difference is not very im­
portant . There are many grave methodological problems , indeed, 
that are set by the hermeneutical perspective when this perspective 
is applied to human group life, They are problems that will have 
to be faced (and solved) if human group life is to be studied suc­
cessfully. I hope that you will devote yourself to them in the 
years ahead. The dominant schemes in present day social science 
have a built-in ch,,rac ter which forces them to ignore these problems . 

When I get to Berkeley rjmay send you some recent thi ngs that I have 
written on Mead - nothing particularly important , 

Warm regards . 

Cordially , 

J/~iJ~ 
Herbert Blumer 
Distinguished Professor 

P.S. Let me repeat my willinaness to 
support any of your a ~plications 
for position---S . Fee l free to use -my name as a reference, 
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OOUCLAS.S COlllC[ • 

r1•ofessor iierbert ulumer 
.,epart:-:ent of . oc1olo;,-y 
vn1vers1 ty of Cal1fo1·nl1t 
~crkelev, ~n 94720 

nprll 22, 1982 

It i1.-.s been :--·, vcral yea1·s slnce we net in -,an r'ranc1sco in the Jummer o' 
1<;76. I ,., sct:edt.led to present tt prt;:,er · :<n.ecedents of ,·.ead lan 
..:oncept of .:ielf 1n .::arly :uneteenth ..:entury i.ooant1c Thou=-ht" a t the 
forthco7.1"1::; .,.:.,. i:eet~ng and I very !!lucn hope that I will be able to 
meet you . 

,·,eanwhile , I would 11i<e to tisi< your advice on a peculiar probleo that 
I cur1·e-1tly !"ace 1n oy work . 

I mentioned to you at the t1-;;;e o!" our last cieetlng that I was workln~ 
on the oroject devoted to the influence of roma."1.t1.c philosophy on 
·.ead <\nd 20th cen tUl'Y soc1 ology. I ts current t1 tle "flo:::an t1.c1 sci, 
Fragma t1sm, Interact1on1. s:::, t xplora t1ons 1.n .-:; . :1 • • ead • s soc 1al ;)8hav1-
or1 s::i." I have -:iore or less cor.:pleted the f1rst of the projected 
tr.ree par.s of the ::-:onograph , and I a::i to..:in; the 11.berty of sendi ng 
it to you . 

:111.s wor1': happens to be "'-Y dlssertatlon project. I do have .. doctoral 
..:e;1·ee fro-: tr.e ,.; ___ ,,ca:!c:::y o:' ... clence Ins ti tu.e of -,oc1olol::y that 
has been considered and ce1·t1.f1.ed as an e-.u1.vo.lent of the ?h • ., , , but 
: chose to oot...~~ a coctoratc ~n the '-., , .:"ne sponso1· of r.-:1 project--
. rofessor '.obert .,erton--has doubts aoou t the soc1ollg1.cal 1:-:;:.ort of 
=Y e'1:lea·,ror. i..;::o,-;. !"ead.1--:~ tr.ls se;-:ent of ::-.y wor:{ , he 1nd1.cated to ce 
that ::1Uch of 1 t falls w1 th1.n the do::ia1n of philosophy anJ ls therefore 
beyond the scope of his profess1cnal co::petcr.ce . he su.,;gested that 
l contact a profess1on•d philosopher o.oout the substance of :-:.y i deas 
and their vo.lue fro::i the standpo1r. t of philosophy . I have sent an 
1nqu1ry 1.0 • rofessor . .cilrlce .,atanson , a 9h i losophe1 B.'1- an expert on 
.. ead. 1 hope he 1:111 i:,:·ovlde =,._ ;.1th o. necessary fcedb::.c:< . Yet I 
woulj 11 ~e to hc.·;e c seconJ op1n1op !'l'O':l the soc1.olo;1st , 1 . e ., froi:i 
you. -.>ince you 1,ori:ed 1'1 th .. eo.d~~no;: hts work &s only few D~e1· soc1olo-~f-.... 
,:-1.sts .!o , yo:i :ire 1n a unlque pos1. t l on to render an op1n1on ,the rele-
vance or 1l·1·elevance of this propos;.;d proJect for soc1.olog1.col analysls. 

I an unsure about the nature of t'rofessor .. erton's doubts aoout this 
~,or:-:. :t -J:J.y ::>e a -.ar.1:·est3tion o:' his judiclous attitude to areas 
of schola1·shlp beyond h1s co:1petence , or 1. t cay ':>e hls ;;usp1.s1on about 
tl:e ! 1~d o·· philosophy : chose to ::01·1{ wlth . .'here 1s an irony 1n the 
•
0
,,~ry rac:t01:i;ho.t l:ten1:;_ the ;;po{liiQl.'i8r _c1y disserto.t1on--our v1e~ s a l ver g e 
• u !'lomo o r 1·u a .. ~.1:i!ui.1. q -J• lls , out since ,rofessor . ,erton l s the 

only theoretlclan at t he uepart::ient of ~oc1olo.;y at ~olu::ib1a lJn1vers1ty , 
l have to wor:t w 1 t!-1 hl:· . 
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_c this os it -,ay , :i. wn hesit!li.. "to ;;ive up -.y proJect . I th1n.-: I wi l l 
have to !lcale 1-... do·,m , ut lea!lt fo r th ·3 purpos"!l of d1sser tat1on . '.i'he 
f1nul wo1·•~ "lay be t1 tled · ,;. ~ . c:.i.J and .,o::mnt1c1::n· :1:1d will const1 tut 
a straightfor,1.:ird an:.ilysis of .eodiun Hor :rn and those of the r onant1c 
thlnl<crs. ->Ut I cannot do ::1.110.y co;;ipletely w 1th the ph1lsoph1c a l 1ssues 
ra1sed in r..y work. .:or do 1 110.n t to do thls , fo r the or1.;1na11 ty of 
.. ead · s thou::;ht ls p:irtly due to the fac t that he brou~ht mctaphy:ilcs to 
bcs1· on so:,e ind~~· inou:i problecs of soc1ul scie:1ce and used s o c1ology 
to 1llu!:l1:1a te so:::c classical p1·oblen:i of philosophy . 

It -..ay be th!it ln the end IT:y cndcavo1· will be too far recoved f r om the 
cu:ito::iary '.'lode of soc1oloi:;ical 1nqu1ry "to be o f value to sociolog 1sts 
and too curso1·y to lnte1·est philosophers. ::'.ct I a= w1111:1g to take 
chances . 

I tiould ;roatly apprec1a te you1· opin i on on thi s cont1·ov e rsy. 

~1t h eve1·y good wish , 

? . .:., . 1 c:iclose a copy of -,y rece:itly published article •·oehavloral 
and iost-.;-;chavioural .. ,ethodolo.gles in Co::iraunist Jtudles . " It 1s a 
revised an<l extended version of the paper that I :iont you few yea rs 
a.;o . ;, secti on " ral<cn fo1· granted assunptions of ope1utional and 
her:::eneutical inquiry" r.isy 1::c of particulu1· inter est t o you . 

, _,,.. .. .. . .. 
• 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 
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Professor Dmitri Shalin 
Dept. of Sociology 
Doug.lass College 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, N. J . 0890.3' 

Dear Dmitri: 

D:EPARTM.V.l OF SOCIOLOCY 
BER.KELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720 

May 7, 1982 

I am writing this letter to let you know that I received your letter 
of .April 22 and the accompaeying manuscript material . Because of a 
loss of strength with advanced age I will not be able to write as full 
and lengthy a lette r as I would like • I read your manuscript material 
with high and sustained interest. I regard the material as exc~llent. 
You have an astonishingly fine command of the European philosophy of 
the last few centuries, far superior in my judgment to that of any 
sociologist of the current era . You should capitalize on this knowledge. 

This leads me to give my thoughts on what I judge to be the two matters 
of concem to you. I would recommend that by all means you keep to your 
intention to develop a continuing scholarly project on the influence of 
the "romantic epoch" in incubating and shaping modem social science, es­
pecially the discipl ine of sociology. 'lllere is no question, in my opinion, 
as to the eno.rnous importance of this influence. Yet, this is a matter 
of which there is dismal ignorance in current social science and sociology. 
You could make a very weighty contribution, a oruch needed contribution, 
by making this into a scholarly entell)rise . I would not recommend this 
as the purpose of your doctoral dissertaion. It is too huge for a disse~ 
tation . fut it would be admirabl e as a lengthier scholarly undertaking. 

For your dissertaion, I would endorse the narrower topic that you proposed, 
namely, "Mead and Romantici sm" . In such a dissertati on you could show how 
Romantic thouy,ht was germinating u.,st of the key idea s in llead I s per­
spective (your ms . materials already do this) , bow Mead brought these to­
gether, how he added to th811, and the kind of problems which he left in 
his wake , There would be a substantial scholarly interest in such a won: , 
Professor Merton should certainly be willing to sponsor and chair such a 
dissertation, despite the fact that his own scholarly competence does not 
l ie in this a rea . • I would recommend Professcn- David llil ler of the 
University of Texas as better qualified (far better qualified) thE.:b 
Maurice Nathanson for giving professional philosophical aid. While he 
is advanced in years and retired he mi5ht be willing to help , 

I expect to attend the .AS! meetings in San Francisco if my strength holds 
out• and would be glad to see you. Keep in touch ,nth me , Warm regards . 
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Profe~sor Dimitri Shal ln 

Dear Di Uri : 

OEPARTMEXT Ot-· SOCIOLOCY 
HERKt:I.EY, CALIFORNIA 9-1720 

J 1g . 21, 1982 

I am l".'rlti~~ to let /OU kno, that I received your lettor anj your article 
on the l4a<iian Co-:cept of Sel.f. I r•ad t e artic1'3 ·.nth gnat. 'nteMst and 
ri th 1m.1ch satisfa~tion. lt i~ rn excellP.nt ace )Unt or the weys in w:.ich 
►,ea.i I s sociF.l nsycholoclcal t 10 ,.,ht is .,. oted n the -n:itte:-s of concern of 
the "romanticists". There is need amon~ scholars in our field to recoe­
nize and a.,preciate this connection. I hope very uch that your article 
will he published. 

You :night wish to outline in more detail how Uead exten1od ar,l refined 
the hasic ideas ,Jerived fNm t~e ro:iar,ticists . It would b~ very helpf 11 
to r~a 1ers to note what changes !lead i~tro1ucen, ~hat contributions he 
a ed, Rn,! the is u , thRt he failed to resolve l<nen his views a e cc, -
pa~e o wh is dlscer]ible in the thought of the romantic perio.d . 

I :>'11 takin t'1e 1 ihert/ of e:.closini: a copy of a letter 'If •icl1 I W'"ote re­
cently, addressed to Professor David ::.iller, 1';o I th.i.nk i~ the best in­
for'lle1 Rcholar on l.lead •s philosophic~l thou~it . It has RO"IIO releva ce to 
the mrt+,ers dealt with in your article, ntrtic,1larly in the l a~t ~,,., oa~ell' 
of your article . If you have eny co"'l!lents that you l'l'ish to eiroress with 
rePard to ,mat I say in th~ l etter to Prof. lo!iller , f~el free to do so. 

I ha .. e al~o pre"3rei a rath~r lencthy article in t'ie for;, of a review of the 
Lewis- S~ith book. '!''le book is an outragious r.iis~epre~er,tati"n. I ~1.11 have 
the occasion to say s, ,,ethlng t.riefly about, the book aa a session of the 
ASA meetinr, in San ~r•ncisco - a session on "Author ::.teets Critics", coming 
on Sept. 9, ·10 . 1~5. 

'l"earines~ of adva11ce' ai:;e is fallinc up,m 'Ole . I a~ no'; likely to be aroun"' 
the meetincs of the ASA very ~uch nor to engage in many conv~rsat!ons when I 
am th'lre . But I hope that, I can at least see you an:.l say hello. War:u greet­
ine~ . 

Sincerely, 

...11~/JJL~ 
1ie ·llert Blw,ter 

Do _,ou have evidence to sustain your state9lent thBt cabins 
line from botton aad ru,ming through 8th line from bottom? 
lyin& on the Ir,wis- Slllith treat'118nt? 

on paJe 22, 13th 
Or, are you re-
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Professor Herbert Blumer 
Department of Sociology 
University of California 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

Dear Professor Blumer: 

Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 

Departm<nt of Sociology 

October 15, 1985 

I am currently working on a project in which I attempt to link pragmatism, the 
Progressive movement, and social interactlonism. The enclosed manuscript Is a 
short version of what eventually I hope will grow Into a monograph on this sub­
ject. 

The new element in this paper is my argument that interactionist sociology is 
not incompatible with the notion of social structure, but that it develops its 
own, distinct notion of structure as emergent process, which contrasts sharply 
with the traditional functionalist analysis. 

I would very much like to hear your opinion on the argument of this paper. 

I do not remember if I wrote to you that Professor Miller had read my article 
on Mead and romanticism published in 1984 issue of Symbo)jc Tnteraction and 
supports my argument about the importance of romantic thought In the formation 
of Mead's Ideas. 

With every good wish. 

Sincerely, 

~ .. /- It.~(_ 

Dmitri N. Shalin, 
Asst. Professor 
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Professor Dmitri N. Shalin 
Department of Sociology 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 

Dear Dmitri : 

·.. ,~ ' 

.. , 

0£PARTM£~"T OF SOCIOLOGY 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 9472.0 

November ll, 1985 

I am tyPing this short letter to let yPU know that I received your 
letter of October 15 accompanied by your manuscript on •Pragmatism 
and Social Interactionism". I have read the manuscript once (rather 
hurriedly) and am very much impressed by its content . In my judgment 
you surpass any other scholar I know of in your knowledge of the topic 
you are treating . I hope very much that you will co11plete t he manu,.. 
script and bring forth a book on the topic . 

I hope that I may be able to write a longer letter ab ,ut the manuscript. 
~owever, I am suffering from a very Hebilitating illness - a rare type 
of anemia which is so far incurable. I dont have much strength to 
keep up r, scholarly pursuits. But I will try to read yPur statement 
more carefu.lly and thoughtfully and write to you mere fully later . By 
all means, continue your work on the manuscript. Iou deser e to be 
recognised as a very top scholar. 

I send rrr:, warmest regards, a,d again express my hope to be able to write 
to you at some length. 

--? 1580 Lawrence Road 
Danville, California 94526 



• 
Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 

Department of Sociology 

November 17, 1985 

Professor Herbert Blumer 
15 8) Lawrence Road 
Danv111e, Cali forn1 a 94526 

Dear Professor Blumer: 

I was deeply touched by your letter of November 11, 1985, and your kind words 
about my work. 

It was ten years ago that I moved to th1 s country. For many reasons those 
weren't easy years in my life. All the more important have been the words of 
encouragement you gave me. You were among a handful of scholars who saw pro­
mise 1 n my far from mat nstream 11 ne of research and urged me not to gt ve 1 t 
up. 

I am glad to tell you that my efforts paid of. A version of the paper on 
pragmatism and 1nteract1on1sm has just been accepted for publication 1n the 
American Socj o]og1ca] Rey1 ew and w11 l appear 1 n the February or Apr11 1 ssue of 
the journal. 1 • .,t /.k ? /..,,,,1,, -J. '-'r.o.,,(,, -...(. ~ ,.,_,,__ 

I was sad to hear about your 111ness and the incurable nature of it. I must 
say I have always marvelled at your ability to carry out your professional ac­
t1 v1t1 es at such an advanced age. But at some point the flesh begins to 1 nr 
p1 nge on the 11 fe of the sp1 r1 t and one has to say -- enough. I hope one day I 
would be able to face up to the burden of 11 v1 ng 1 n an advanced age with the 
courage and conv1 cti on I fl nd 1 n you. 

W1th warm regards and best wishes. 

Affect! onately, 

Dmitri N. Sha11n, 
Asst. Professor 




